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FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

I 

WORSHIP  IN  HEAVEN. 

Human  knowledge  in  this  life  is  necessarily  small.  This  results 
from  the  nature  of  man  and  the  circumstances  of  his  probationary  ex¬ 
istence.  The  work  of  God  with  which  he  is  surrounded,  and  from 
which  much  of  his  knowledge  is  to  be  derived,  are  in  many  respects, 
above  the  comprehension  of  his  finite  powers.  His  ignorance,  howev¬ 
er,  is  by  no  means  confined  to  objeets  of  this  sort.  Of  those  things 
which  are  in  their  nature  capable  of  being  known  he  knows  but  little. 
If  instead  of  being  doomed  to  perpetual  business,  the  more  common  lot 
of  man,  he  enters  diligently  on  a  course  of  study,  with  a  good  mind  for 
improvement,  with  every  advantage  for  a  successful  pursuit,  which 
wealth  can  give,  by  the  time  his  interesting  career  is  well  commenced, 
his  few  days  are  numbered  ;  the  book  of  nature  is  closed  before  him, 
and  he  is  removed  to  another  world.  Of  him  it  may  be  truly  said,  h* 
is  of  yesterday  and  knows  nothing.” 

Of  the  world  to  come  man  knows  still  less.  The  cloud  which  hang, 
over  it  is  utterly  impenetrable  to^he  sharpest  eye.  Without  a  revela-* 
tion  from  God  it  would  forever  remain  a  land  of  darkness,  as  dark¬ 
ness  itself.”  On  this  subject  Solomon  with  all  bis  wisdom  was  willing 
to  acknowledge  his  ignorance.  His  hope  rested  alone  on  his  confidenco 
in  the  veracity  of  God,  who  had  promised  life  to  the  righteous'.  Yet 
the  holy  scriptures  enable  us  to  form  some  just  though  faint  concep¬ 
tions  of  that  state.  God  has  from  age  to  age,  as  men  were  prepared  to 
receive  it,  reflected  clearer  and  clearer  light  upon  this  important  bat 
obscure  subject.  Isaiah  had  some  very  sublime  conceptions  of  the  ho¬ 
ly  employments  of  the  upper  world.  He  heard  the  Seraphim  cry. 
Holt,  Holy,  HpLv.  Daniel  also,  was  favored  with  a  view  of  ten 
thousand  limes  tbn  thousands,  who  stood  in  devout  adoration  around 
the  throne  of  excellent  glory.  Our  Lord  while  on  earth,  in  the  mount 
of  transfiguration,  gave  his  disciples  some  intimation  what  heaven  is. 
As  a  sample^  of  it,  he  showed  them  the  ^orified  bodies  of  Moseo  and 
Elias.  And  Paul  was  carried  in  a  vbion  up  to  the  third  heaven,  wher* 
he  h^  such  a  view  of  **  honor,  g^oiy  and  immortality,”  as  reconciled 
him  to  death,  and  even  inspir^  him  with  a  desire  to  depart  and  bn 
with  Christ,  which  he  esteemed  better  than  to  live.  The  words,  how¬ 
ever,  which  A«  h4ard  were  unspeakable,  and  not  lawful  for  man  to  id¬ 
ler.  He  was  not  therefore  permitted  to  write  them  our  instcnf9, 
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tioB  ;  but  he  was  permitted  to  make  a  general  declaration  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  ;  which,  though  it  does  not  present  an  object  before  us  in  a  defi¬ 
nite  form,  still  raises  in  our  minds  ideas  of  the  glory  of  heaven,  which 
are  sublime  and  exalted.  His  assurance  is,  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard; -neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things 
which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.”  It  should  be  re« 
membered  also,  that  this  same  apostle  in  view  of  all  these  things,  pro¬ 
fessed  to  prophecy  only  in  part,  and  to  see  as  through  a  glass  darkly. 
But  he  intimated  that  a  time  would  come,  when  that  which  is  in  part 
shall  be  done  away  ;  when  saints  face  to  face,  shall  see  as  they  are  seen, 
and  know  as  they  are  known.  Although  none  will  pretend  that  this 
day  has  already  come,  yet  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  a  still  brighter 
light  has  been  reflected  on  this  subject.  The  beloved  disciple  while 
exiled  in  Patmos,  was  honored  with  the  privilege  of  completing  the 
hook  of  revelation  from  God.  And  in  doing  it  he  was  more  highly  fa¬ 
vored  than  all  the  prophets,  who  went  before  him.  His  visions  were 
brighter,  more  extensive  and  striking.  He  was  allowed  more  emphat¬ 
ically  to  lift  the  cover,  which  conceals. eternal  things,  and  draw  aside 
the  veil  from  the  true  Holy  of  Holies.  -  “  I  beheld  and  I  heard,”  said 
he,  ”  the  voice  of  many  angels  about  the  throne,  and  the  beasts  and  the 
elders  ;  hnd  the  number  of  them  was  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand, 
and  thousands  of  thousands  ;  saying  with  a  loud  voice,  worthy  is  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  receive  power  and  riches  and  wisdom  and 
strength  and  glory  and  honor  and  blessing ;  and  every  creature  which 
is  in  heaven  and  on  the  earth  and  under  the  earth  and  such  as  are  in 
the  sea,  and  all  that  are  in  them  heard  I  saying.  Blessing  and  honor 
and  glory  and  power  he  unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne  and  un¬ 
to  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever.” 

From  this  view  which  the  apostle  had  of  the  society  and  employ¬ 
ments  of  heaven  our  attention  is  naturally  called  to  three  things  ;  viz. 

I.  The  assembly  he  saw 

II.  The  object  they  adored 

III.  The  nature  of  their  adoration. 

The  assembly  which  the  apostle  saw,  consists  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  place,  who  are  allowed  a  permanent  residence  in  the  presence  of 
God,  to  behold  his  glory  and  obey' his  will  in  his  heavenly  court.  It 
is  composed  only  of  holy  beings,  whose  hearts  are  formed  to  benevo¬ 
lence  and  love.  Among  these  are  two  distinct  characters  ; — holy  an¬ 
gels  and  glorified  saints.  The  angels  are  holy  spirits,  who  were  crea¬ 
ted  before  the  creation  of  man  ;  who,  having  maintained  their  prime¬ 
val  rectitude,  continue  in  the  perfection  of  that  pure  nature,  which 
they  first  received  from  the  Creator’s  hand.  Of  the  number  of  the 
orders  of  these  spirits,  or  of  the  diflierence  of  rank  they  sustain,  we  are 
not  explicitly  informed.  We  however  possess  some  information  on  the 
subject ;  for  we  read  of  “  Principalities  and  Powers,  of  Mightd  Majes¬ 
ties  and  Dominions.”  Concerning  their  moral  character  bur  informa¬ 
tion  is  more  complete.  They  are  beings  of  strong  benevolence  ;  there 
is  always  rejoicings  among  them  when  a  sinner  repents.  They  are 
beings,  who  are  desirous  of  understanding  as  far  as  they  can,  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  God,  which  respect  the  redemption  of  men  ;  ”  which  things 
angels  desire  to  look  into.”  They  are  ako  active  beings ;  always  rea¬ 
dy  to  obcfy  God  and  minister  to  them,  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation. 
They  often  appeared  to  -men  with  messages  from  God,  during  the  pa- 
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riarcbal  age.  And  from  that  time  till  Christ  was  born  they  occasion- 
ally  visited  the  earth.  On  that  interesting  occasion  a  msdtitude  came. 
And  from  them  the  shepherds  of  Bethlehem  learned  the  joyful  song» 
“  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  ;  on  earth  peace  ;  and  go<^  will  to 
man.”  They  also  attended  Christ  during  his. humiliation,  strengthened 
him  in  the  garden,  waited  on  him  at  his  resurrection,  and  again  at  hi^ 
ascension. 

The  glorified  saints  which  the  apostle  saw,  he  mentions  under  two 
characters  ;  the  “  beasts  or  living  creatures,”  and  “  the  elders.” 

All  distinctions  of  divine  origin,  which  has  been  made  among  good 
men  in  this  world,  will  continue  and  be  observed  in  the  world  to  come. 
And  every  thing  which  had  contributed  influence  in  constituting  differ¬ 
ence  of  character  will  then  be  manifested.  That  which  had  been  se¬ 
cret  shall  be  made  known  ;  and  that  which  was  whispered  in.  the  ear 
shall  be  proclaimed  upon  the  house-tops.  The  reward  which  will  be 
given  to  each  one,  will  vary  in  exact  proportion  to  his  fidelity,,  in  the 
improvement  he  has  made  of  the  talents  committed  to 'his  chaige.  So 
that  as  one  star  differeth  from  another  star  in  glory,  so  also-  shall  it  he 
in  the  resurrection.  Those  who  bad  sustained  office  in  the  church, 
and  faithfully  discharged  their  duty,  will  be  known  and  distinguished 
at  such.  ■  Those  faithful  ministers,  who  had  successfully  preached  the 
gospel,  and  persuaded  sinners  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  and  had  in  this 
way  turned  many  to  righteousness j  will  receive  the.  richest  reward. 
For,  the  w’hole  number  of  those  who  were  begotten  again  by  the  gos¬ 
pel  unto  a  lively  hope  in  Christ,  by  the  instrumentality  of  their  preach¬ 
ing,  will  be  publicly  given  to  them,  as  a  crown  of  rejoicing  in  the  day  of 
the  Lord.  In  this  way,  their  office  which  they  had  sustained  in  the 
church,  will  be  plainly  distinguished  and  honored  in  that  day.  The 
difference  between  the  “  beasts  or  living  creatures,.”  and  the 
‘^elders,”  is  supposed  to  relate  to  office  merely.  The  former  repre¬ 
sent  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  the  latter,  the  common  members  of  the 
church.  Expositors  have  imagined,,  that  in  the  peculiair  characteris¬ 
tics  of  the  four  living  creatures  there  is  an  allusion  to  the  talents  and 
qualifications,  which  are  requisite  for  the  successful  discharge  of  min¬ 
isterial  duties.  “  And  the  first  beast  was  like  a  lion,  and  the  second 
beast  was  like  a  calf,  and  the  third  beast  had  a  face  as  a  man,  and  the 
fourth  beast  was  like  a  flying  eagle.”  So  should  a  preacher  of  the 
gospel  be  bold  as  a  lion,  while  at  the  same  time  he  must  endure  the  con¬ 
tradictions  of  opposers  with  all  the  patience  of  a  calf.  He  should  also, 
while  surrounded  with  the  misery  and  distress  of  a  dying  world,  be  at 
all  times  compassionate,  like  the  third  beast  which  had  a  face  as  a 
man.  He  should  moreover  possess  the  quick  discernment  ol  the  sharp, 
sighted  eagle. 

The  four  and  twenty  elders  worshipped  him- that  Uveth  forever -and 
ever.”  ,  -  .  ,  ■ 

These  twenty -four  elders  are  supposed  to.  represent  the  members  of 
the  spiritual  church.  The  number  twenty  four  is  used,. not  improba- 
•  bly,  in  allusion  to  the  twelve  patriarchs,  and  the  twelve  apostles,  who 
were  the  heads  or.  representatives  of  the  J&msh,  and  of  the  Christian 
church.  The  number  twelve  being  doubled  in  this  view,  gives  a  com¬ 
plete  representation  of  the  universal  church,  or-the  church  under  the 
Mosaic  and  under  the  christian.dispensation.  They  altogether  consti¬ 
tute  that  one  great  spiritual,  body,  which  it  hast  «dwaye  been  the  will  of 
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God  to  gather  together,  in  and  under  Christ.  **  That  in  the  dispensa>J| 
tion  of  the  fulness  of  times,  he  might  gather  together  in  one,  all  things  9 
in  Christ,  both  which  are  in  heaven  and  which  are  on  earth  ;  even  in  jn 
him.”  g 

The  greatness  of  the  number  of  these  worshippers  is  remarkable,  m 
This  according  to  the  account  we  have  oi  it  exceeds  all  computation.  II 
From  a  survey  of  the  moral  state  of  the  world,  in  any  period  which  'I 
has  hitherto  passed,  a  spectator  would  be  liable  to  conclude,  that  but  I 
few,  comparatively,  can  have  reached  the  heavenly  world.  The  way  I 
has  indeed  always  been  straight  and  the  gate  narrow,  which  leads  to  I 
life.  Yet  since  the  good  seed  was  first  sown  in  the  human  family  it  I 
has  been  constantly  taking  root,  and  gradually  extending  itself,  like  the  | 

little  leaven  hid  in  three  measures  of  meal.”  From  the  death  of  I 
itbel  down  to  the  present  day  the  number  of  the  faithful  has  been  con-  I 
iinually  increasing.  The  collective  number  of  the  whole,  then,  what-  I 
ever  it  may  be,  in  comparison  with  the  number  of  the  wicked  who  1 
have  lived,  must  at  any  rate  be  inconceivably  large.  But  if  we  indulge  I 
the  hope  which,  to  say  the  least,  the  holy  scriptures  evidently  encour-  I 
age,  that  the  time  is  coming  when  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  I 
preached  to  every  creature,  and  extend  its  saving  influence  to  all  the  I 
families  of  the  earth  ;  when  the  face  of  the  covering  cast  over  all 
people”  shall  be  removed,  and  the  “  veil  that  is  upon  all  nations”  be 
entirely  destroyed  in  Mount  Zion  ;  when  wars  shall  cease,  all  nations 
become  holy,  and  holiness  to  the  Lord  be  inscribed  upon  all  things, 
even  should  this  blissful  state  continue  only  a  thousand  literal  years, 
yet  our  ideas  of  the  number  of  the  blessed  rise,  still  inconceivably 
higher.  Daniel  in  his  day  saw  thousand  thousands,  and  ten  thousand 
times  ten  thousand.  The  number  which  John  saw,  ages  afterwards, 
was  much  greater.  He  saw  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  and  thoo« 
sands  of  thousands  ;  a  great  multitude,  which  no  man  could  number,  of 
all  nations  and  kindreds,  and  people  and  tongues,  standing  before  the 
throne  and  before  the  Lamb  clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in 
their  hands. 

The  particular  order  in  which  this  assembly  worship,  deserves  our 
police.  The  saints  are  honored  with  the  privilege  of  taking  the  lead 
in  these  devotions  and  of  standing  nearest  to  the  throne  of  the  Lamb, 
They  stand  first  and  encircle  the  throne,  while  the  angels  stand  around 
them.  Nor  is  this  account  of  their  relative  position  at  all  unnatural.  < 
'  The  relation  they  sustain  to  Christ  seems  to  require  it.  For  this  is 
much  nearer  and  more  intimate  than  that  sustained  by  angels.  He  has 
redeemed  them  to  God  with  his  blood  and  called  them  his  brethren. 

He  is  the  vine  and  they  are  the  branches.  He  is  the  head  and  they  are 
the  members  of  his  body.  He  is  a  bridegroom  and  they  are  his  bride. 
For  these  reasons  he  is  not  ashamed  to  call  them  brethren.  Nor  will 
he  be  ashamed  to  give  them  the  nearest  place  around  his  throne.  “  And 
Che  angels  stood  round  about  the  throne  and  about  the  elders,  and  the 
four  beasts,  and  fell  before  the  throne  on  their  faces  and  worshipped 
God, 

1  have  already  observed  that  the  saints  take  the  lead  in  this  worship. 
And  among  them  a  distinction  will  continue  in  respect  to  this.  The  liv¬ 
ing  creatures,  which  represent  gospel  ministers,  are  particularly  menr 
tiotted  by  the  apostle  as  leadii^  the  devotions.  As  they  had  done 
among  the  saints,  while  they  lived  in  the  world,  and  as  the  appropriate 
AntieB  of  their  nffice  retjuired  that  they  should  do,  so  they  will  contin- 
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me  to  do,  in  the  great  worshipping  assembly  on  high  :  they  will  lead  the 
saints  of  God  in  acts  of  homage  and  devotion.  “  When  the  beasts  ^ve 
glory,”  the  four  and  twenty,  elders  fall  down  before  him  that  sat  on 
the  throne  and  worship  him  that  liveth  forever  and  ever.” 

In  this  manner  the  saints  begin  the  song,  during  the  first  part  of 
wbipb,  the  angels  remain  silent.  For  it  is  a  song  in  which  they  can 
bear  no  part.  The  sentiment  it  contains,  and  which  indeed  constitutes 
its  life  ai^  glory,  is  something  totally  inapplicable  to  their  character 
and  state.  The  saints  begin  in  full  concert.  Behold  the  Lion  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah,  the  root  of  David  hath  prevailed  to  open  the  book  and 
to  loose  the  seven  seals  thereof ;  for  thou  wast  slain  and  hast  redeem¬ 
ed  os  to  God,  out  ef  every  kindred  and  tongue  and  people  and  nation  ; 
and  bast  made  us  unto  our  God  kings  and  priests  and  we  shall  reign  upon 
the  earth.”  When  the  saints  proceed  thus  far  in  the  song,  the  angels 
strike  in  and  join  the  chorus,  in  a  strain  of  rapture,  and  with  a  loud 
voice,  Worthy  is  the  L^b  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and  rich¬ 
es,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blessing.” 
Thus  they  sing,  while  a 'perfect  harmony  of  sentiment  and  union  of 
,80ui  prevail  throughout  the  vast  assembly.  * 

II.  The  object  they  adored  was  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Many  have  doubted  whether  Jesus  Christ  is  a  proper  object  of  re¬ 
ligious  adoration,  and  some  have  boldly  denied  it.  But  from  John’! 
account  of  the  worship  of  heaven,  ne  one  will  be  liable  to  suppose 
that  any  doubt  exists,  in  that  great  worshipping  assembly,  on  this  sub¬ 
ject.  Nor  has  Jesus  ever  been  destitute  of  sincere  and  confident  wor¬ 
shippers,  in  his  church  on  earth.  Even  the  very  morning  of  his  res¬ 
urrection  from  the  dead,  pious  women  who  met  him,  held  him  by  the 
feet  and  worshipped  him.  After  this  be  appeared  to  his  disoiples  in 
Gallilee,  where  he  had  before  directed  them  to  meet  him,  and  they 
there  worshipped  him.  Thomas,  too,  after  the  removal  of  his  unbe¬ 
lief,  confidently  worshipped  his  Saviour,  and  called  hint  his  Lord  and 
his  God.'  Before  his  ascension  up  to  the  court  of  his  Father,  Jesus 
led  the  eleven  to  Bethany,  lifted  up  his  hands  and  blessed  them,  after 
which  he  was  parted  from  them,  and  carried  up  into  heaven.  And  there 
also  they  worshipped  him.  After  Christ  had  ascended  to  glory,  his 
church  continued  the  same  practice  of  rendering  him  divine  worship. 
Stephen  addressed  him  in  similar  circumstances,  and  in  almost  the 
sameiangus^e  in  which  Christ|bad  before  addressed  his  heavenly  Father. 
Under  the  hands  of  his  persecutors,  he  called  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  prayed,  “  Lay  not  this  sin  to  their  cbaige.”  Lord  Jesus, 
receive  my  spirit.”  The  apostle  Paul  also  worshipped  him,  and 
prayed  to  him,  and  besoqght  him  thrice,  that  he  would  take  from  him 
the  thorn  in  the  flesh,  the  messenger  of  Satan  which  had  been  given  to 
buffet  him.  And  the  Lord  Jesus  heard  bis  prayer  and  answered  it,  and 
said  unto  him,  My  grace  is  suflicient  for  thee,,  for  my  strength  is 
made  perfect  in  weakness.”  Most  gladly,  therefore',”  said  Paul, 
will  I  rather  glory  in  my  infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Christ  may 
rest  upon  me.”  In  the  primitive  age  of  the  church,  the  practice  of 
presenting  prayers  and  supplications  directly  to  Christ,  was  so  com¬ 
mon,  that  the  phrase  **  them  that  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ"  became  a  kind  of  proper  natne  for  Christians.  Examples  of 
their  being  thus  denominated,  in  the  New  Testament,  are  numerous. 
Nor  is  this  all.  The  practice  of  efiering  prayer  directly  to  Christ  is 
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even  spoken  of  by  an  inspired  apostle,  as  characterizing  every  trin 
Christian.  Witness  Paul’s  introduction  of  his  first  epistle  to  the  Oo« 
rinthians.  “  Unto  the  church  of  God  which  is  at  Corinth,;  to  the« 
that  are  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus,  called  to  be  saints,  with  all  that  « 
every  place,  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  both 
theirs  and  ours.’*  Nor  is  the  church- on  earth  alone,  in  the  employ 
ment  of  rendering  him  worship.  Foe  this  same  Jesus  is  he  ,  who  is 
the  object  of  universal  adoration  in  heaven.  The  command  whick 
God  anciently  gave,  “  Let  all  the  angels  worship  hhn,”  this  great  as¬ 
sembly  were  unitedly  engaged  in  obeymg,  when '  the  disciple  was  fa¬ 
vored  with  a  view  of  their  employment.  That  Christ  is  the  person, 
•  whom  John  describes,  cannot  be  doubted.  For  no  other  person  ever 
lived,  to  whom  this  description  would,  with  any  pertinency,  apply.  No 
other  was  ever  known  by  the  name  of  the  Lamb,  and  the  Land)  slain. 
While  it  applies  to  none  else,  it  particularly  applies  to  him.  The 
same  description  of  him  is  given  in  other  places.  The  same  names  are 
commonly  ascribed  to  -him  in  other  parts  of  the  Bible.  He  is  the 
“  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.”  He  is  the  “  Lamb 
of  God  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.”  It  may  be  further- 
rrfore  observed  that  the  Lamb  here,  is  expressly  joined  with  God  the 
Father  as  an  equal  object  of  religious  worship  and  adoration.  Christ 
taught,  that  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  all  men  should  “  honor  the  Son, 
even  as  they  honor  the  Father.”  And  from  the  account  which  the 
beloved  disciple  gives  of  this  worshipping  assembly,  it  is  evident  they 
strictly  obeyed  the  will  of  God,  in  this  respect  ;  for  they  all  honored 
the  Son  even  as  they  did  the  Father.  The  terms  expressive,  of  their 
adoration  were  the  same,  and  were  addressed  alike  to  both.  They  as; 

.  cribed  the  same  power  and  riches,  the  same  wisdom  and  glory,  th« 
same  blessing  and  honor,  to  God  and-to  Christ ;  to  him  that  sitteth  on 
the  thi'one,  and. unto  the  Lamb  forever  andevet.  The  worship  they 
ofiered  is  such  as  is  proper  to  ofi'er  only  to  God,  apd  is  what  no  being, 
except  God,  has  any  right  to  receive.  This  will  appear  more  clearly 
while  we  consider 

III.  The  nature  of  their  adoration.  .  - 

Human  beings  in  the  present  world  sometimes  offer  ignorant  devo¬ 
tions  ;  they  worship,  they  know  not  what.  They  do  many  things'  in 
compliance  with  prevailing  customs,  or  in  conformity  with  received 
traditions.  .  But  certainly  no  one  will  suppose,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
heaven' are  actuated  by 'motives  of  this  description.  Neither  can  it  be 
supposed  that  they  offer  blind  and  ignorant  devotions,  or  that  their  ad¬ 
oration  is  not  strictly  “  accordingto  knowledge.”  They  dwell  in  the 
unclouded  presence  of  the  Redeemer,  and  doubtless  understand  his 
true  character  and  worthiness.  Whatever  honors  they  ascribe  to  the 
Redeemer,  we  have  full  reason  to  believe,  are  properly  ascribed.  If 
it  is  a  fact,  that  they  offer  to  the  Father  no  expressions  of  adoration, 
which  are  stronger  than  those  which  they  offer  to  the  Son,  it  is  doubt¬ 
less  because  they  see  no  reason  why  they  should.  It  is '  because  they 
behold  no  attribute  or  perfection  in  the  Father,  which  does  not  shine 
with  equal  lustre  in  the  Son.  The  Father  is  almighty,  and  so  is  the 
Son.  He  possesses  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  and  upholds 
all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power.”  He  is  the  word,  which  “  in 
the  beginning  was  with  God,  and  which  was  God by  whom  all  things 
were  made,  and  without  whom  was  nothing  made,  that  was  made. 
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«  By  him  were  all  things  created,  that  are  in  heaven  and  that  are  in 
earth,  visible  and  invisible  ;  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions, 
or  principalities,  or  powers  ;  he  is  before  all  things,  and  by  him  all 
things  consist.”  , 

Like  the  Father  he  is  omnipresent.  Wherever  two  or  three  of  his 
friends  have  been  gathered  together  in  his  name,  there  has  he  always 
been  in  the  midst  of  them.  And  he  has  engaged  to  be  always  present 
with  his  disciples  wherever  they  may  be,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world.  His  knowledge  is  also  as  extensive  as  that  of  his'Father.  He 
never  needed  that  any  should  testify  of  man,  for  he  always  knew- what 
was  in  man.  He  has  thoroughly  searched  their  reins  and  tried  their 
hearts,  with  his  own  ail  seeing  eye,  and  is  prepared  to  give  ubto  every 
one  of.  them,  according  to  their  works.  They  see  that  he  is  an  immu¬ 
table  being  ;  “  Jesus  Christ  the  same  yesterday,  to  day,  and  forever.” 
The  heaven's  and  the  earth  are  changed,  but  he  is  the  same,  and  his 
years  shall  not  fail.  He  is  eternal ;  “  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  be- 
I  ginning  and  the  ending  of  all  things  “  setup  from  everlast^g,  from 
I .  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was.”  It  is  he,  who  is  called  Won¬ 
derful,  Counsellor,  the  mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince ' 
of  peace.”  In  short,  they  find  that  all  divine  attributes  dwell  in  him  ; 
and  they  are  disposed  to  ascribe  and  render  all  divine  honors  unto 
him.  They  well  know  that  he  did  not  think  it  robbery  to  make  him¬ 
self  equal  urith  God ;  and  so  they  do  not  think  it  improper  to  render 
him  an  equal  share  of  love,  adoration  and  praise.  They  accumulate 
words,  and  multiply  lofty  epithets  in  their  song,  as  if  unable  to  find 
language  forcible  enough  to  express  fully  the  fervor  of  their  zeal,  and 
the  warmth  of  their  hearts.  And  all  this  is  felt  in  view  of  the  essen¬ 
tial  glory  and  underived  worthiness  of  the  divine  Redeemer.  But 
most  of  all  they  adntire  him  in  bis  mediatorial  character,  as  a  Lamb 
.  without  blemish,  slain  for  the  redemption  of  a  ruined  world,  to  ran¬ 
som'  the  guilty  from  death. 

And  this  is  the  view  of  his  character  in  which  his  saints  have  ever 
been  most  interested,  it  was  in  this  view  of  his  character,  that  Abra¬ 
ham  rejoiced  to  see  his  day.  David’s  confidence  in  the  mercy  of  God 
was  grounded  on  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant.  Isaiah  in  view 
of  this,  declared,  ”  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried  our 
sorrows  ;  he  was  wounded'  for  our  transgressions  ;  the  chastisement 
of  our  peace  was  upon  him.”  Wherefore,  says  he,  “  Break  forth 
into  joy,  sing  together  ye  waste  places  of  Jerusalem  ;  for  the  Lord 
hath  comforted  his  people  ;  he  hath  redeemed  Jerusalem.”  ’  Jeremi¬ 
ah  called  him  “  the  Lord  our  righteousness  ;”  and  Ezekiel  directed 
sinners  to  flee  to  this  strong  hold,  while  they  are  prisoners  of  hope. 
Zechariah,  too,  was  animated  with  a  prospect  of  the  day,  when  a  foun- 
tain'shouldbe  opened  ”  to  the  house  of  David,  and  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Jerusalem,  for  sin  and  uncleanness.  And  Paul  declared,  “  God 
forbid  that  I  should  glory  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 
In  short,  to  all  Christians,  who  have  repented  of  sin  and  believed  in  a 
Saviour,  the  cross  of  Christ  has  ever  been  the  “  wisdom  of  God  and 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvation.”  Nor  will  they  ever  forget,  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  the  ground  of  their  redemption  and  glory.  The 
best  part  of  their  song  will  always  be,  “  Thou  art  worthy  ;  for  thou 
wast  slain  and  hast  redeemed  os  to  God  with  thy  blood.'*  The.  angels, 
though  disqualified  for  joining  in  this  part  of  the  song,  are  nevertheless 
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delighted  to  hear  it.  Though  not  interested  in  redemption,  as  sainti 
are,  still  they  behold  it  with  admiration  and  rapture.  And  in  the  choi^ 
rus  of  “  blessing  and  honor,  and  glory  and  power,”  they  Join  gladly, 
unitedly,  and  with  a  “  loud  voice.'’  Thus  are  the  inhabitants  of  hear, 
en  unceasingly  employed,  day  and  night,  forever  and  ever.  . 

REFLECTIONS. 

j-  .  . 

1 .  Are  we  prepared  for  the  society  and  employments  of  heaven  1 
Would  the  entertainments  of  heaven  be  agreeable  to  our  taste  ?  Should 
we  admire  the  song  that  is  sung  there  1  Would  it  so  correspond  with 
the  temper  of  our  hearts,  that  we  should  be  always  disposed  to  call  it 
new  ?  Heaven  is  a  world  of  religion.  The  employments  and  enter" 
tainments  of  the  place  are  exclusively  religious.  It  is  a  world  of  pU" 
rity  and  love,  where  vice  never  enters  ;  where  the  wicked'  are  ex¬ 
cluded,  and  whatsoever  worketh.  abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie.  Now 
what  is  Our  character  ?  I)oes  it  correspond  with  the  character  of 
those,  who  constitute  that  great  worshipping  assembly  ?  What  is  the 
temper  of  our  heart  ?  Should  we  love  to  dwell  forever  with  such 
pure  and  holy  beings  ?  Should  we  be  in  no  danger  of  ever  becoming 
weary  with  their  company  and  tired  of  their  employment  ?  Do  we  so 
love  the  song  they  sing,  that  we  should,  during  eternity,  be  in  no  dan¬ 
ger  of  becoming  tired  of  the  sound  of  that  united  and  **  loud  voice," 
which  unceasingly  ascribes  ”  blessing  and  glory  and  honor  and  power 
unto  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever  ?”  These  inquiries  are  highly  im^ 
portant.  They  ought  to  come  home  with  solemnity  and  power  to  eve¬ 
ry  conscience.  We  must  very  soon  leave  this  world,  and  go  to  anoth¬ 
er,  which  must  be  either  a  heaven  of  holiness  ;  of  pure  animated  re¬ 
ligion  ;  or  else  a  world  of  woe.  If  we  are  conscious,  that  we  -  have 
a  heart,  which  above  all  things  would  delight  to  spend  an  eter¬ 
nity  in  such  Society  and  in  such  employments  ;  then  we  have  reason  to 
hope.  Then  may  we  patiently  wait  all  the  days  of  our  appointed  time, 
until  our  change  come  ;  and  cheerfully  greet  the  messenger,  who 
coines  to  unlock  the  prison  and  dismiss  our  waiting  spirit,  that  it  may 
soar  oh  high  to  its  native  and  eternal  home. 

But,  if  instead  of  this,  we  are  conscious,  that  the  religion  of  heaven 
would  be  too  pure,  or  too  permanent ;  that  we  should,  during  eterni¬ 
ty,  be  liable  to  become  tired  of  it,  and  wish,  secretly  at  least,  for 
some  pastime,  or  change  of  employment ;  with  such  an  heart  should 
ive  attempt  to  join  the  concert,  our  notes  would  jar  ;  our  feelings 
would  be  discordant  and  inharmonious. '  With  such  feelings  no  beingi 
was  ever  yet  admitted  to  that  blessed  society,  neither  indeed  can  be; 
If  such  are  the  hearts  with  which  we  enter  eternity  we  must  be  ex¬ 
cluded.  We  must  be  cast  without ;  and  without  are  dogs  and  sorce¬ 
rers,  and  adulterers  and  whoremongers,  and  whatsoever  worketh  abom¬ 
ination,  and  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie. 

£.  Why  are  not  the  joys  of  heaven  attainable  here  ?  Indeed,  what 
is  there  in  heaven,  which  may  net  be  obtained  here  ?  Holiness  con¬ 
stitutes  the  excellence  of  heaven  ;  but  holiness  is  attainable  here.  In 
heaven  God  is  loved,  and  the  mediatorial  character  of  Christ  is  admi¬ 
red  ;  but  all  this  may  be  done  here.  The  employments  of  heaven 
consist  in  religious  worship  ;  but  reli^ous  worship  may  be  practised 
here.  The  entertainments  of  heaven  consist  in  ascribing  honor  and 
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glory  aod  blessing  and'power  to  God  and  to  the  I^amb  ;  bnt  all  this  may  be 
done  here.  Why  then  may  not  the  joys  of /ieoD«»  be  tasted  here?  A  heart 
which  would  love  heaven  there,  will  love  it  here.  A  heart  which 
would  love  to  practise  the  employments  of  heaven  there,  will  love  to 
practise  them  here.  How  vain  to  hope  for  heaven,  when  we  do  not 
love  it !  And  how  foolish  to  think  we  love  it,  when  we  do  not  practise 
it !  How  needless  to  be  deceived  in  a  case  so  plain  as  if  men  will 
not  practise  things  which  they  love  !  How  just  and  equitable  will  it 
appear  in  God  te  exclude  all  the  wicked  from  his  kingdom  If  he 
should  admit  them',  it  would  do  them  no  good  ;  they  would  enjoy  no> 
thing ;  while  their  discordant  notes,  and  untuned  hearts  would  greatly 
injure  the  beauty  of  the  new  song,  and  damp  the  joys  of  the  adoring 
assembly.  Is  heaven  desirable  ?  then  religion  is  desirable  ;  holiness 
is  desirable  ;  without  this,  heaven  cannot  be  had  ;  with  it,  heaven  can¬ 
not  be  lost. 

3.  How  great  are  the  privileges  of  saints  !  In  some  measure  they 
already  enjoy  the  blessedness  of  heaven.  They  already  begin  to 
taste  the  pure  waters  of  the  river  of  life,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  the  tree 
which  grows  in  the  midst  of  the  paradise  of  God.  Already  do  they 
feel  a  pure  love  for  God  and  the  Redeemer.  Already  do  they  begin 
to  learn  the  notes  of  the  new  song,  which  is  sung  around  the  throne , 
of  the  Lamb.  Already  are  they  united  in  their  feelings  and  views,  in 
their  desires  and  employments,  with  the  adoring  multitude  of  heaven. 
This  is  asserted  by  the  apostle  Paul  to  the  Hebrews,  when  he  says, 
“  But  ye  are  come  unto  Mount  Zion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living 
God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  an¬ 
gels,  to  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first  born,  which  are 
written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of 
just  men  made  perfect.  And  to  Jesus  the  mediator  of  the  new  cove¬ 
nant,  and  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  that  speaketh  better  things  than 
that  of  Abel.”  They  have,  in  a  measure,  the  same  exalted  views  of 
Christ’s  worthiness  and  glory  here,  which  they  will  have  hereafter. ‘ 
And  in  a  degree,  abo,  they  are  engaged  in  offering  up  the  same  lively 
praises  and  adorations  now,  which  they  will  offer,  when  they,  attain  to 
the  inheritance  of  those  places,  which  Christ  has  gone  to  prepare  for 
them,  in  the  mansions  of  his  Father’s  house.  And  if  they  live  ip  a 
dbcbarge  of  their  duty  ;  if  they  are  carefully  walking  in  the  ordinan¬ 
ces  of  the  gospel ;  they  are  every  day  growing,  by  the  sanctification  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  more-and  more  into  a  meetness  to  joiqthe  saints  above. 
Then  how  glorious  is  their  state  !  How  invaluable  is  'their  privilege ! 
But,  ■  ... 

.  4.  How  astonishing  is  the  Cupidity  and  folly  of  the  wicked  1  All 
this  blessing  is  freely  offered  to  them,  if  they  will  repent  of  sin,  and 
believe  in  Christ.  To  make  this  offer,  God  spared  .not  bis  only 
begotten  son,  but  freely  gave  him  op  for  the  suffering  of  death.  To 
make  this  offer,  Christ  did  not  deem  his  own  blood  too  great  a  sacrifice. 
But  how  lightly  do  the  wicked  esteem  it !  W  ith  what  contemptuous 
neglect  do  they  treat  it!  The  offer  which  has  been  so  often  made,  is 
yet  freely  repeated.  Sinners  are  yet  assured  that  all  things  are  '  rear 
•dy — that  the  doer  is  yet  open.  “  Now  is  an  accepted  time;”  “now 
is  a  day  of  salvation.”  But  how  do  they  alight  the  invitation !  How 
do  they  make  light  of  the  offer  !  Under  what  trifling  pretences  do 
they  pray  to  he  excused !  Could  they  have  the  same  views  of  heav- 
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en,  which  John  in  vision  had,  would  they  then  think  so  contemptuous* 
ly  of  it  ?  Could  they  hear  the  songs  of  ten  thousand  times  ten  thou* 
sand  around  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb^  would  they  then  despise  $ 
it?  If  in  contrast  with  this,  someone  were  commissioned  to  lift  the  * 
dark  veil,  which  conceals  the  world  of  woe,  and  let  the  smoke  of 
the  torment  of  damned  souls  ascend  up  before  them ;  and  let  them 
hear  the  weeping  and  wailing  of  prisoners  of  despair  ;  would  they 
then  despise  it  ?  May  God  convince  them  of  their  guilt  aud  folly, 
before  the  door  of  mercy  is  shut  against  them,  and  the  judge  of  quick 
and  dead  has  sworn  in  his  wrath,  that  they  shall  never  enter  into  his 
rest.  S.  C. 
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II.  Some  of  the  properties  possessed  by  the  subjects  of  the  kingdom  cf 
Jesus. 

I.  The  subjects  of  this  kingdom  are  peace-makers.  Peace  is  al¬ 
ways  desirable,  so  as  to  become  an  object  of  incessant  pursuit,  even 
in  a  temporal  point  of  view.  Where  envying  c^nd  strife  is^  there  is  confu* 
sion  and  every  evil  work.  Follow  peace  with  all  mtn^  says  the  Apostle, 
and  holiness^  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.  If  it  be  possible y 
as  much  as  lieth  in  you^  live  peaceably  with  all  men.  Blessed  are  the 
peace-makers,  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God.  The  fruit  of 
righteousness  is  sown  in  peace  of  them  that  make  peace.  But  do  the 
children  of  God  stand  in  need  of  motives  to  urge  tnem  on  in  this  way 
of  well-doing  ?  Nay,  it  is  the  very  spirit  of  their  religion.  And 
could  this  blessed  spirit  but  once  be  carried  out  into  all  the  concerns 
of  the  human  family,  it  would  not  only  prevent  those  quarrels,  bitter 
contentions,  and  cruel  animosities,  which  are  so  common  and  so  lasting 
among  men,  but  it  would  effectually  allay  these  animosities  and  con¬ 
tentions  when  once  excited,  and  serve  to^ settle  these  unhappy  differen¬ 
ces  and  disputes,  which  arise  among  individuals.  It  is  true  some  individ¬ 
uals  are  naturally  more  contentious  than  others,  but  it  is  utterly  out  of  our 
power,  to  frame  any  apology  in  this  case  for  Christians.  If  the  Christ¬ 
ian  truly  and  faithfully  acts  out  bis  religion,  he  will  always  be  a  peace¬ 
maker.  The  world  may  chaige  the  Christian  with  qfficionsnessy  but .  he 
can  bear  it  undisturbed,  when  he  reflects,  that  whilst  he  discbai^es  his 
duty,  the  result  of  his  labors  may  be  infinitely  valuable.  The  world 
may  call  him  a  busy-body.  A  busy-body y  however,  is  the  reverse  of  a 
peace-tnaker.  It  is  one  who  meddles  with  other  people’s  matters  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  peace  and  breeding  contention.  A  busy¬ 
body  is  a  slwderer,  and  notUng  destroys  the  peace  of  families,  neigh- 
bornoods  and  communities  more  effectually  than  slander. 

II.  The  subjects  of  this  kin^om  are  particularly  distinguished  by 
sincerity  y  honesty  y  and  strict  justice.  The  Lord  will  abhor  the  man  of 
deceit.  As  a  cage  full  of  birdsy  so  are  houses  full  of  deceit.  Provide 
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things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men.  That  which  is  altogether  just  shalt 
thou  follow,  that  thou  mayest  live.  Tbos€  iDdividuals  who  make  any  re¬ 
spectable  advancement  in  the  divine  life,  will  necessarily  become  more 
and  more  sincere,  honest  and  just  in  all  their  intercourse  with  their 
fellow-creatures.  They  will  also  endeavor,  as  much  as  in  them  lies, 
to  avoid  every  species  of  deceit,  and  every  the  least  instance  of  in¬ 
sincerity,  in  word  and  in  deed.  And  in  this  instance,  also,  the  Christian 
needs  not  the  urgency  of  powerful  motives.  These  exalted  virtues 
are  an  immediate  exhibition  of  the  spirit  and  temper  of  his  religion. 
But  if  motives  are  sought  for,  the  Christian  is  reminded,  that  many 
eminently  pious  and  good  men  have  been  renowned  for  these  virtues. 
The  Christian  will  also  ren\ember,  that  deceit,  dishonesty,  and  injustice, 
are  prominent  traits  in  the  character  of  Satan.  When  he  speaketh  a 
lie,  he  speaketh  of  his  own :  for  he  is  a  liar,  and  the  father  of  it.  The 
kingdom  of  Satan  is  wholly  erected  upon /o/sekood.  The  kingdom  of 
Jesus  is  built  upon  truth.  The  subjects  of  Christ’s  kingdom  are  there¬ 
fore  men  of  truth  and  strict  veracity.  They  are  distinguished  by  a 
strict  adherence  to  truth,  sincerity  and  honesty,  in  all  their  declarations 
and  commnnications.  He  that  speaketh  truth,  sheweth  forth  righteous^ 
ness  ;  but  a  false  witness,  deceit.  It  is  truly  surprising  to  notice  what 
an  amount  of  falsehood,  deceit  and  insincerity,  passes  current  daily 
and  hourly  amoqg  those,  whose  standing  in  society  is  otherwise  respect¬ 
able,  and  all  without  any  concern  of  conscience  whatever.  How  prone 
to  exa^erate  in  giving  a  simple  narrative  !  For  the  sake  of  applause, 
how  apt  are  many  to  add  some  circumstance  to  the  story,  which  is  en¬ 
tirely  false  or  foreign  from  it !  How  prone  to  maignify  the  value  of 
articles  in  trade  !  How  common  for  parents  to  practice  deceits  upon., 
children,  physicians  upon  patients,  and  lawyers  upon  clients  !  In 
short  the  world,  as  such,  is  full  of  deceit.  And,  O  !  let  me  call  my 
readers  away  from  it,  to  a  kingdom  of  truth  and  .righteousness — to  a 
kingdom  in  which  no  liar,  no  insincere  person,  no  dishonest  man,  no. 
injustice,  can  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  O  come  away  from  a  deceit¬ 
ful  and  ruinous  world,  stained  with  fraud  and  injustice,  and  let  it  be 
consumed  by  the  fire  of  that  displeasure,  which  it  has  so  justly  incur¬ 
red.  Come  away  and  take  up  your  everlasting  residence  in  a  kingdom 
of  truth,  and  in  a  new  earth  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness.  ' 

III.  The  subjects  af  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  ar-e  penitents  and  belie¬ 
vers. 

.The  language  of  confession  is  every  day  falling  from  their  lips,  and 
we  see  them  every  hour  mourning  on  account  of  the  hardness  of  their 
hearts,  and  the  loss  of  the  image  of  God,  Who  are  these  whose  eyes 
are  fountains  of  tears  and  red  with  weeping,  on  account  of  the  corrup¬ 
tion  and  rebellion  of  their  hearts  ?  They  are  the  subjects  of  a  king¬ 
dom  that  hath  foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God.  These 
are  they,  who  are  called  to  weeping  and  mourning  for  a  season.  Anon 
they  shall  be  blest  with  the  oil  of  joy,  and  the  garment  of  praise  for  a 
spirit  of  heaviness.  These  are  the  subjects'  of  the  king  Messiah- 
Who  are  these,  who  appear  as  strangers  in  the  world,  professiitS  -to 
have  no  abiding  place  beneath  the  sun — who  appear  to  lean  upon  the 
arm  of  one  unseen,. and  profess  .to  seek  another  country  t  Strange  ^ 
.the  appearance  and  conduct  of  these  may  seem  to  we  men  of  the 
world,  still  they  are  the  subjects  of  a  king— a  kingwhoweildsa(iceptrie 
over  the  univerae  !  The  world  nerer  need  to  entertain  a  doubt,  in 
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regard  to  what  king,  or  to  what  kingdom,  or  to  what  government,  one 
of  these  wanderers  belongs  ;  for  as  soon  as  the  penitential  tear  moist-  ^ 
ens  his  cheeks,  and  the  deep  sigh  of  contrition  heaves  his  bosom,  he 
may  be  known  to  be  the  sutyect  of  a  king,  who  wfeilds  a  sceptre  over  | 
the  universe.  And  who  is  this,  who  is  so  bold  as  to  renounce  all  pos¬ 
sible  merit  of  his  own,  and  who  professes  to  depend  entirely  on  an¬ 
other^  or  upon  what  the  sons  of  Belial  have  ventured  to  caH  an  airy . 
notion — an  unsubstantial  reality  ?  Let  the  sons  of  Belial  call  it  what 
they  please.  The  humble  follower  of  Jesns  knows,  by  sweet  experi¬ 
ence  and  an  approving  conscience,  that  faith  is  a  stupenduous  reality — 
a  magnificent  principle  or  spring  of  moral  action — the  solid  substance 
of  things  hoped  for — the  bright  and  cheeiing  evidence  of  things  un»- 
seen — the  sweetest  solace  in  aflliction — the  glorious  conqueror  of  death 
and  the  grave.  Faith  is  the  Christian’s  shield — the  shield  that  re-  | 
ceives  and  blunts  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one,  and  a  wicked 
world.  This  shield  is  impenetrable  and  invulnerable.  Divest  the 
Christian  of  every  thing  else,  but  when  you  see  him  retire  under  the 
broad  protection  of  this  shield,  and  hear  him  sing  a  solemn  requiem 
to  his  soul,  then  know,  and  know  of  a  certainty,  that  he  is  a  true  and 
loyal  subject  of  the  king  Messiah. 

IV.  The  subjects  of  this  kingdom  are  distinguished  by  fortitude 
andi  magnanimity.  Search  the  entire  chronicle  of  time,  and  see  if  you 
can  find  more  instances  of  fortitude  and  true  heroism  than  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  annals  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus.  The  world  is  indeed 
long  and  loud  in  boasting  of  its  heroes.  It  exhibits  a  marvellous  fond¬ 
ness  for  telling  and  depicting  the  exploits  of  the  adventurous  and  the 
brave.  It  has  even  gone  so  far  as  to  deify  them,  and  place  them 
among  the  gocls.  The  gods  of  antiquity  are  most  or  all  of  them  but 
deified  men.  That  enthusiasm  which  is  so  peculiar  to  the  mind  of  man, 
sets  no  bounds  to  itself,  until  it  has  clothed  its  subjects  with  a  species 
of  immortality.  But  shall  the  world  and  the  world’s  enthusiasm,  have 
all  this  honour,  and  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  not  come  in  for  a  share  ? 
Shall  we  listen  to  the  eulogies  lavished  on  worldly  heroes,  and  make 
no  mention  of  the  names  of  Christian  heroes  ?  of  AToaA,  Abraham^  Jo- 
seph^  MoseSy  Isaiah^  Jeremiah  and  Daniel  ;  of  Matthew  and  Mark  ;  of 
Stephen  and  Paul ;  and  thousands  of  martyrs  ?  The  time  would  fail 
me  to  tell  of  Gideon^  and  of  Barak^  and  of  Samson^  and  of  Jephthae, ; 
of  David  also^  and  Samuel  and  of  the  prophets :  who  subdued  kingdoms^  ^ 
wrought  righteousness^  obtained  promises^  stopped  the  mouths  of  lions, 
quenched  the  violence  of  fire,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  t  urned  to  flight  the 
armies  of  the  aliens  ;  others  were  tortured,  not  accepting  deliverance  ; 
others  had  trial  of  cruel  mockings  and  scourgings ;  yea,  moreover  of 
ionds'and  imprisonment:  They  were  stoned,  they  were  sawn  asunder, 
were  tempted,  were  slain  with  the  sword  ;  they  wandered  about  in  sheep 
skins  and  goat  skins  ;  being  destitute,  afilicted,  tormented. 

It  is  not  'merely  on  extraordinary  occasions  that  Christian  fortitude 
and  heroism  are  called  forth.  Every  day  and  every  hour  present  an 
opportunity  for  a  display  of  these  virtues.  Christians  are  afflicted  and 
in  trouble.  They  are  made  the  object  of  scorn,  contempt  and  cruel 
mockinj^.  The  world  and  Satan  are  incessant  in  their  attacks.  Infi¬ 
delity  assumes'a  lofty  and  imposing  attitude.  Unbelief  having  a  major¬ 
ity  on  its  side,  puts  on  a  formidable  aspect.  The  gates  of  hell  are 
terrific.  But  the  Christian’s  fortitude  and  faith  nerev  fail  him,  and  by 
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this,  the  subjects  of  Messiah’s  kingdom  may  be^known.  He  that  ruleth 
his  spirit  is  better  than  he  that  taketh  a  ciiy. 

V.  The  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  .  are  distinguished  by 
self-denial.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  his  disciples,  Jf  any  man  will  come 
after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me.,  h'ho- 
soever  doth  not  bear  his  cross,  and  come  after  me,  cannot  be  my  disciple. 
Occasions  of  self-denial  are  of  daily  and  hourly  occurrence.  Self  is 
eager  and  clamorous  for  indulgence.  It  pants  for  forbidden  objects. 
The  passions  and  appetites  are  strong.  The  pleasures  of  sense  are 
alluring.  Honours  and  riches  are  inviting  and  overpowering.  But 
passion  and  appetite  must  be  denied,  and  self  must  be  crossed.  In  this 
the  gospel  differs  from  all  other  systems  of  religion  and  philosophy. 
Every  other  system  grants  indulgence  to  self.  The  Arabian  prophet 
promises  his  disciples  sensual  gratifications,  even  in  paradise.  The 
Gospel  every  where  teaches  that, 

/  • 

Beloved  self  must  be  denied,’’ 

Passion  subdued  and  patience  tried.” 

0 

*  N 

Self-dental  constitutes  a  line  of  distinction  between  the  subjects  of 
Christ’s  kingdom,  and  the  men  of  the  world,  so  strongly  marked,  that 
it  is  not  easily  mistaken.  The  men  of  the  world  do  recognize  it,  in  the 
very  act  of  treating  the  virtue  of  self-denial  with  scorn.  The  men  of 
the  world  are  hostile  to  the  Saviour,  '  and  no  wonder  they  hate  the 
doctrines  he  inculcates,  and  the  practice  of  his  disciples  which  he  en¬ 
joins.  The  disciples  of  Christ  are  treated  with  scorn,  because  they 
practice  self-denial  in  things  apparently  small.  They  are  chai'ged 
with  fastidiousness,  and  with  majgnifying  things  that  are  indifferent  and 
of  little  account.  But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  to  a  true  disciple, 
nothing  is  indifferent,  and. that  a  true  disciple  of  Christ,  may  be  as 
-readily  known,  as  such,  by  bis  attention  to  things  apparently  small,  as 
by  his  devotion  to  the  greater  and  more  magnificent  things  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Jesus. 

VI.  The  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  are  men  of  unexception- 
able  morality. 

Although  they  live  by  faith,  and  walk  by  faith,  begin  with  the  prom¬ 
ises,  depend  on  the  promises,  and  end  with  the  promises,  yet  they  are 
men  who  feel  themselves  bound  to  advocate,  defend  and  exemplify  the 
soundest  and  purest  morals.  Even  the  morals  of  Seneca  are  respected 
by  them.  But  as  tbe.world  and  even  the  greatest  Inhdels  have  con- 
ceeded  that  the  gospel  inculcates  the  best  system  ef  morals,  Christians 
do  not  need  to  have  recourse  to  any  heathen  author  or  teacher.  They 
practice  the  morality  of  the  gospel,  and  by  their  practice  they  may  be 
known  to  be  the  subjects  of  Christ’s  kingdom.  Immorality  of  any 
kind  is  inconsistent  with  the  Christian  character.  An  immoral  Christ¬ 
ian  is  a  contradiction  in  terms.  The  Cbiistian  lifts  his  voice  against 
the  prevalence  of  immorality  and  vice,  because  he  sees  and  realizes 
the  inconsistency  there  is  between  such  practices,  and  the  existence  of 
pure  religion — because  he  trembles  and  fears  that  such  practices  will 
incur  the  just  judgments  of  heaven — and  because  he  knows  full  well 
that  such  practices  destroy  that  peace,  good  order  and  comfort  of  civil 
society,  which  are  so  essential  to  the  enjoyment  of  true  religion. 
These  are  some  of  the  reasons,  why  the  Christian  pleads  so  earnestly 
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for  good  morals,  and  why  he  labours  to  depict  in  glowing  colours,  the 
nature  and  tendency  of  those  vices,  which  “obtain  such  a  strong  anil 
general  currency  in  the  earth/  All  this  is  not  done  to  make  mankind 
Arminiansy  and  settle  them  down  upon  good  works.  It  is  to  make  theu 
Christians^  to  make  them  truly  good,  and  as  such  to  make  them  trul' 
happy.  It  is  not  merely  to  exhibit  his  distaste  for  such  vi- 
ces,  but  it  is  to  shew  that  those  who  practice  them,  are  ua. 
der  the  frown  and  wrath  of  heaven.  It  is  not  from  a  wish  to 
shew  his  dislike  to  the  persons  of  men,  that  he  attempts  to  designate 
their  vice|,  but  it  is  because  the  love  of  Christ  constrains  him,  whilst 
he  sees  the  persons  of  men  in  danger  of  the  final  judgment  and  ever¬ 
lasting  perdition.  If  his  fellow  Christians  indulge  in  any  immoral 
practice,  he  tells  them  that  the  world  sees  it,  and  concludes  that  thej 
are  not  the  legal  subjects  of  the  king  Mes^ah. 

VII.  The  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus,  are  distinguished  by 
jievolent  affections. 

Said  Christ,  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  arc  my  disciples^  ij 
ye  have  love  one  to  another.  At  a' time  when  Christians  were  liable  to 
martyrdom,  a^nd  were  subject  to  the  greatest  suflferings,  the  world  cri 
ed  out,  See  how  these  Christians  love  one  another  !  The  world  has  expe 
rienced  the  infidelity  of  human  friendship,  and  cannot  but  know  th 
Christians  are  the  subjects  of  the  King  Messiah,  from  the  fact,  tH 
their  love  is  persevering  and  never  faileth.  There  is  something  trul 
beautiful  and  affecting  in  human  friendship,  but  how  often  are  the 
greatest  friends  entirely  alienated  by  unforseen  occurrences.  And  hoi 
certain  is  it  that  such  attachments  can  extend  no  further  than  the  grave 
It  is  to  be  said  of  Christians  only,  that  united  in  life,  they  are  unit© 
in  death. 

Joy  or  rejoicing  is  another  benevolent  affection,  by  which  the  sal 
jects  of  Christ’s  kingdom  may  be  known.  This  is  not  the  noisy  mirt 
and  merriment  of  the  sons  of  men,  or  the  enthusiastic  warmth  and  hi 
larity  of  fanatics  and  misguided  zealots.  It  is  spiritual  joy.  It  is  a  so 
her  expression  (5f  benevolent  feeling,  and  of  that  delight  and  satisfac 
tion  which  all  felt,  at  the  prosperity  of  Christ’s  kingdom,  at  every  ac 
cession  to  it,  and  in  every  thing  which  contributes  to  the  honor  ar 
glory  of  its  king;  For  what  is  our  hope^  or  joy  or  crown  of  rejoicing, 
Are  not  even  ye  in  the  presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  his  coming! 
For  ye  are  our  gloi^ry  and  joy.  The  voice  of  rejoicing  and  salvation 
in  the  tabernacles  of  the  righteous.  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepet 
bearing  precious  seed,,  shall  doubtless  come  again^  with  rejoicings  brin^ 
ing  his  sheaves  with  him.  Behold  I  create  Jerusalem  a  rejoicing.  . 
sorrowful^  yet  always  rejoicing.  *  For  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  md 
and  drink^  but  righteousness  and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Long-Suffering  is  another  benevolent  affection  by  which  the  sul 
jects  of  Christ’s  kingdom  may  be  known.  With  all  lowliness  and  meet 
ness^  with  long  sufferings  forbearing  one  another  in  love.  The  apos 
prays  that  the  Collossians  may  be  strengthened  with  all  mighty  unto 
patience  and  long-suffering  with  joyfulness.  Charity  suffereth  long  a 
is  kind.  This  suffering  long  however,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  is  cor 
sistent  with  the  highest  wisdom  and  prudence.  There  is  a  point  o 
time  when  we  can  forbear  no  longer,  either  with  an  erringbrother  o 
a  wicked  world.  Impatience  is  the  thing  condemned.  The  servant 
the  Lord  must  be  gentle.  The  wisdom  that  is  from  above y  is  first  pu 
then  peaceable^  genilty  and  easy  to  he  entreated. 
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■  Meekness  is  anothef  benevolent  and  gracious  affi^tion  by  which  the 
subjects  of  Christ’s  kingdom  may  be  known.  Meekness  has  justly 
been  defined,  that  temper  of  mtnd  that  is  not  easily  provoked,  and  suf¬ 
fers  injuries  without  desire  of  revenge,  and  quietly  submits  to  the  will  of 
God.  It  is  also  .said  to  be  a  humble  submissive  frame  of  mind,  ready  to 
receive  and  entertain  the  truths  of  God.  Put  on  therefore  as  the  elect  of 
God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of  mercies,  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind, 
meekness,  long-suffering.  In  meekness  instructing  those  that  oppose  them¬ 
selves. 

In  concluding  this  essay,  I  would  submit  two  questions  to  the  consid¬ 
eration  of  my  readers.  Is  this  King  Messiah  whose  kingdom  is  not  of 
this  world,  enthroned  in  your  hearts  ?  Such  a  king  is  most  certainly 
worthy  of  the  highest  place  in  your  affections  Represent  to  your¬ 
selves  what  he  has  done  to  rescue  you  from  the  jaws  of  sin  and  death, 
and  from  the’torments  of  hell — How  he  condescended  to  become  in¬ 
carnate,  and  suffer  and  die,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  and  secure  your  happiness  as  a  subject  of  it.  How  and  with 
what  laws  he  has  governed  and  preserved  his  kingdom,  and  still  gov¬ 
erns  and  preserves  it.  How  he  honors  and  blesses  and  guides  and  di¬ 
rects,  and  feeds  and  clothes,  every  subject  of  it,  even  the  meanest  and 
poorest.  How  he  carries  the  lambs  in  his  bosom,  and  gently  leads 
those  that  are  with  young.  How  he  pitied  and  visited  you,  whilst  you 
\vere  in  the  prison  of  despair,  and  subject  to  the  wiles,  and  cruelties  of 
the  prince  of  darkness.  How  he  triumphed  over  the  adversary,  and 
subdued  the  obstinacy  within  you— ;-and  how  he  sends  the  comforter  to 
give  you  light  in  darkness,  to  comfort  you  in  trouble,  and  refine  and 
purify  and  fit  you  for  his  kingdom  in  time  and  eternity.  And  O,  have 
you  not  long  since  given  *him  your  whole  hearts  in  obedience  to  bis 
command,  and  placed  him  high  on  the  throne  of  your  affections,  and 
honored  him  with  the  unwavering  homage  of  your  souls  and  bodies  ? 
Have  you  demolished  every  idol  in  your  hearts,  and  is  there  no  reserve 
there — no  lurking  object  of  attachment  that  disputes  the  throne  with 
such  a  king  ?  Though  his  sceptre  is  a  mild  sceptre,  and  his  heart  full 
of  kindness  and  pity,  yet  be  aware  of  his  jealousy,  and  provoke  him 
not,  by  any  the  least  reserve  within  you. 

Again,  1  ask,  why  do  you  not  always  derive  that  consolation  from  your 
king  that  he  is  abundantly  able  to  afford  ?  When  you  contemplate  his 
fulness  and  ample  resources  as  a  divine  person,  supposing  that  he  has 
never  promised  to  comfort  you,  can  ftiere  be  the  shadow  of  a  reason  to 
doubt  his  ability  or  his  readiness  to  relieve  and  comfort  you  at  all 
times  and  in  all  seasons  ?  In  him  there  is  a  well-spring  of  consolation, 
springing  up  into  everlasting  life.  Were  he  a  mere  man  you  might  in¬ 
deed  despair,  and  being  one  of  the  poor  of  his  flock,  you  would  cer- ' 
tainly  droop  and  die.  But  his  treasury  is  the  treasury  of  the  king  of 
kings.  When  you  are  cast  down,  and  not  comforted,  is  it  not  because 
you  seek  for  comfort  from  sources,  from  which  you  have  no  right  to 
expect  it,  or  is  it  because  you  neglect  to  seek  it  from  your  king  ? 
Through  his  condescending  kindness,  he  is  always  saying  to  you.  Come 
unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest. 
And  did  he  go  away,  in  order  that  the  comforter  might  come,  and  do 
you  and  can  you,  and  dare  you,  neglect  to  seek  that  relief  Snd  conso¬ 
lation  at  the  hands  of  the  blessed  Comforter,  which  it  is  his  office  and 
his  delight  to  bestow  ?  And  if  you  thus  grieve  your  king  and  grieve  his 
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spirit,  how  can  you  escape  the  indignation  of  heaven !  Be  aware  o( 
that  solemn  moment  when  the  mercies  of  God  shall  be  clean  gone  for- 
ever,  and  when  the  tempests  of  Jehovah’s  wrath  shall  beat  upon  your 
naked  souls,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver. 

How  small  and  inconsiderable  every  earthly  possession,  and  alt 
earthly  grandeur,  appear,  when  brought  within  the  influence,  the  ex. 
hibitions,  and  the  glories  of  this  blessed  kingdom !  How  do  all  the 
thrones  of  the  Caesars,  the  Bourbons,  and  the  Stuarts  retire  and  van. 
ish  before  the  throne  and  royalty  of  King  Messiah !  Unto  the  Son  he 
saith.  Thy  throne  O  God  is  forever  and  ever.  When  all  the  splendors 
of  earthly  thrones  shall  pass  away  and  be  forgotten,  and  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  sh  ill  be  rolled  together  as  a  scroll,  and  the  elements 
melt  with  fervent  heat,  then  the  throne  of  Jesus,  will  stand  and  rise 
and  flourish  in  all  the  splendour  and  magnificence  of  heaven,  envir* 
oned.  with  the  redeemed,  and  church  of  the  first-born,  clothed  in  all  the 
radiant  and  consummate  beauties  of  the  robe  of  righteousnessj  with 
crowns  on  their  heads,  and  palms  and  harps  in  their  hands,  singing  the 
song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb. 

X.X.  X. 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  A  THANKSGIVING  SERMON,  1824. 

-  <  f 

i 

What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  toward  me  ?  I 
will  take,  the  cup  of  salvation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  will 
pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord  now  in  the  presence  of  all  his  people.— F$. 
cxvi.  42,  13,  14. 


What  nation  was  ever  more  highly  favored  than  our  own,  with  men 
of  wisdom  and  integrity, — men  whose  bosoms  have  glowed  with  a  fer¬ 
vent  love  of  liberty,  and  who  were  willing  to  devote  their  talents,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  lives,  in  defence  of  their  own  rights,  and  the  rights 
of  their  fellow  men  ?  1  touch  upon  this  topic,  at  the  present  time,  in 

the  greater  hope  that  it  may  prove  a  mean  of  exciting  in  your  minds 
some  suitable  feelings  of  gratitude  to  our  heavenly  Benefactor,  both  for 
this,  and -for  unnumbered- other  benefits  received  from  his  paternal 
hand,  because,  at  this,  very  moment,  our  whole  country,  from  east  to 
west,  and  from  north  to  south,  is  electrified,  by  the  arrival  on  our 
shores  of  one  of  the  distinguished  patrons  of  our  revolutionary  contest ; 
and  all  orders  .^nd  degrees  of  our  citizens,  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  down  to  the  peasant  in  the  humblest  vale  of  obscurity, 
from  hoary  age  to  lisping  infancy,  young  men  and  maidens,  old  men  and 
children,  are  vieing  with  each  other,  who  shall  most  loudlyj  and  most 
smpropriately,  and  shall  1  be  pardoned  if!  add,  most  extravagantly,  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  praises  of  La  Fayette. 

I  may,  indeed,  be  in  some  danger  of  incurring  the  charge  ef  a  ^ind 
of  heresy,  if  I  cannot  go  all  lengths  with  others,  in  respect  to  what 
should  be  done  to  the  man,  whom  my  country  “  delighteth  to  honor.” 
But,  I  freely  own  that  it  does  seem  to  me  that,  in  this  case,  much  has 
been  done  which  cannot  redound,  ultimateiy,  to  the  honor  of  my  coun- 
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try,  either  in  the  view  of  other  nations,  in  the  view  of  impartial  poster¬ 
ity,  or  in  the  view  of  God.  That  Gen.  La  Fayette  is  a  very  distin¬ 
guished  benefactor  of  our  country  is,  indeed,  beyond  all  question.  It 
is  certainly  true,  therefore,  that  he  should  be  every  where  received, 
with  the  most  cordial  affection,  and  with  great  kindness  and  respect. 
To  withhold  this,  would  surely  be  ungrateful  not  only  to  the  aged  vet¬ 
eran  himself,  but  to  God,  who  sent  him  to  our  help,  in  a  time  of  need. 
But,  to  receive  bim  as  he  has  been  received  in  various  places,  with  a 
parade,  and  pomp,  and  splendor,  unpardle'led  in  the  history  of  our 
country,'  and  at  an  expense  which  must  have  been  enormous,  seems 
to  me  not  a  little  inconsistent  both  with  republicanism,  and  with  Chris¬ 
tian  simplicity.  And  to  extol  him,  as  he  has  sometimes  been  extolled, 
as  if  almost  to  him  alone  was  our  nation  indebted  for  its  independence, 
and  for  sdl  the  rich  blessings  which,  in  connection  with  its  independ¬ 
ence,  it  so  largely  enjoys,  does  certainly  seem  to  me  to  render  more 
than  can  be  due  to  any  mere  mortal  man.  If  some  who  have  united  in 
bestowing  these  honors  on  this  distinguished  and  truly  meritorious  indi¬ 
vidual,  hare  taken'  care  to  do  it  in  due  subordination  to  that  honor 
which  should  be  given  to  God  only,  yet  much  is  it  to  be  feared  that 
many  ethers  have  ^ven  more  honor  to  this  fellow  mortal,  than  ever 
they  have  given  to  the  God  who  made  them,  or  to  the  Savior  who 
redeemed  them  with  his  precious  blood.  And  how  many  may  we 
reasonably  suppose  have  contributed  largely  towards  the  expense  of 
splendid  exhiWions  and  luxurious  entertainments,  in  honor  of  *  the 
nation's  guests  who  never  yet  found  it  in  their  hearts  to  give  a  cent  to 
honor  their  God,  and  their  Savior,  by  causing  the  gospel  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  to  those  who  are  ready  to  perish,  and  extending  the  triumphs  of 
the  cross. 

It  may  not  be  unsuitable,  however,  for  a  preacher  of  the  gospel, 
on  an  occasion  like  .the  present,  to  avail  himself  of  that  state  of  feel¬ 
ing  which  so  extensively  exists,  in  respect  to  the  services  rendered  to 
our  country  by  this  one  benefactor,  to  endeavor  to  impress  on  the 
minds' of  his' audience  a  just  sense- of  obligation- to  the  Giver  of  every 
good  gift,  for  this,  and. manifold  other  similar'  benefits.  It  seems  now 
to  be  deeply  realized,  throoghohtf  our  country,  that  the  services  of 
Gen.  La- Fayette  can’ scarcely  be  too  highly  estiniated. But,  Gen.  La 
Fayette  is  only  one  amOhg'a-faostof  worthies,  who,  vrith' WAShiNoroN 
at  their  head,  bbth  in  the- time  of  our  revqlution,  and  since,  have 
rendered  most  important  services'  to  ou'ri  beloved  country.  They 
hare' been  instruments  of  incalculable  goodj  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
our  independence,  in  the  part  they  had  in  the  formation  of  oulr'excel- 
lent  federal  and  state' constitutions,  in  framing  oiir  wise  and  saliitary 
laws,  and-in  the  administration  of  our'^vemments.  And  now  what  I 
would,  my  brethrenV  is’,  that  yOo  may  all -mOst^ deeply  realize  tlkit  ah 
these  benefits  have-come  to'ourselves,  and  to  our  epuntiry,  from  the 
handof  Godi  Y'esjit  waS  God'whO’rfiked' up’a  WxsHiircTok,  a  La 
Fayette,  and  alt  this'  host*  of  worthieti;  who  have  been  made  the 
honored  instruments  of  8Uoh>  invaldable*'ble8siD^.  It'  was  God  who 
endowed  them  with'wisdOih,  and'priidehbe^  and  whatevbr  was  necessa¬ 
ry  to  qualify 'themdO  perform ;  their  vhtfohx  serticet.  And  it  was  God 
who  inclined  them  to  act  >their~8eveial  par(t>  in  such  a  manner  as' to 
be  instrumental  in  securing  these  benefit^.  Yesj.my  brethren,  it  is  all 
of  God.  Hence,  while  'We  are  carefifttfreHyut*  'dUs^libhor  to'  all  these 
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benefactors  themselves,  erto  their  memory,  .let  us  not  be  unmindful 
of  the  unspeakable  goodness  of  him  who  kindly  raised  them  up,  and  ' 
bestowed  them,  as  so  many  precious  gifts,  on  our  favored  countl'y.  I 

“  Who,  then,  is  not  prepared  to  adopt  the  devout  and  thankful  in-  •* 
quiry.  What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  toward  me  ?  ■ 
Who  does  not  feel  overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of  his  great  goodness,  ' 
and  of  his  infinite  mercy,  manifested  in  the  unnumbered,  undeserved 
blessings,  so  kindly  bestowed  on  him,  as  scarcely,  to  know  how  he  < 
shall  express  his  gratihide,  in  any  suitable  thanksgiving  ?  Who,  then, 
will  not  most  cheerfully  resolve,  as  the  least  he  can,  and  as  ail  he  can, 
that  he  will  take  the  cup  cf  salvation,  and,  with  devout  thanksgiving 
and  praise,  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  ?  That  he  will  pay  his  -• 
vows  unto  the  Lord  now  in  the  presence  of  all  his  people  ?  That  he 
will  devote  himself,  and  his  all,  to  him? 

Shall  I  be  suffered  here  to  recur  again  to  the  care  of  that  gener¬ 
ous  benefactor  of  our  country,  to  whom  rulers  and  people  are  now  . 
willingly  showing  their  gratitude  and  affection,  by  every  honor  which 
they  can  possibly  bestow  ?  Well,  now,  how  has  this  distinguished 
personage  merited  these  splendid  plaudits,  and  these  accumulated 
honors  ?  Why,  some  forty  years  ago,  when  our  country  was  .strug¬ 
gling  to  throw  off  .the  chains  which  the  parent  country  would  rivet  up¬ 
on  it,  and  to  break  the  oppressor’s  rod,  this  then  young  nobleman, 
fired  with  indignation  at  the  wrongs  done  to  the  American  colonies, 
and  with  an  ardent  zeal  for  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  man,  bid  adieu  to 
the  sweets  of  domestic  felicity,  rendered  doubly  dear  by  a  recent 
early  marriage  with  a  lovely  woman  ;  fitted  out  a  vessel  at  his  own 
expense  ;  crossed  the  Atlantic  ;  and  devoted  part  of  his  fortune,  and 
even  his  life,  to  the  cause  of  America ;  he  Joined  our  army  ;  he  fought 
our  battles  ;  he  won  an  important  victory  over  the  enemy  ;  and  he 
was  one  .of  the  honored,  instruments  of  bringing  our  revolutionary 
contest  to  a  happy  termination,  and  of  conducting  our  country  to  in¬ 
dependence,  to  freedom,  and  to  an  honorable  peace.  By  all  this,  he 
deserved  well  of  our  country.  He  merited  its  esteem,  and  gratitude, 
and  love.  And  now  the  people'  are  expressing  their  gratitude  and  af¬ 
fection,  by  heaping  honors  upon  him  in  great  abundance.  Well,  then, 
my  brethren,  if  such  gratitude  is  due  to  this  respected  personage,  and 
should  be  thus  expressed,  say,  I  beseeeh  you^  in  what  language,  or  in 
what  manner,  you  will  express  your  gratitude  to  God,  for  all  his  ben¬ 
efits  toward  you  ?  Should  not'  your  gratitude  be  such  as  no  language 
can  express? 

**  Will  you  compare  the  benefit  done  to -our  country  by  this  venera¬ 
ted  nobleman  with  all  the  benefits  done  toward  you,  and  toward  our 
country,  by  our  heavenly  Father  ?  -In  such  a  comparison,  how  soon 
does  it  almost  entirely  cfisappear,  even  as  a  single  grain  of  seed  would 
disappear  among  all  the  sands  upon  the  sea  shore  ;  or,  as  the  small 
drop'  of  the  bucket  would  be  swallowed  up  in  the  fathomless  ocean  ? 
Compare  what  this  generous  nobleman  ,  did,  and  all  the  good  which 
can  possibly  be  supposed  to  have  resulted  from  it,  with  what  God 
the  Father  did  in  sendii^  his  beloved  Son  to  be  the  Savior  of  the 
world,  and  with  what  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  did  in  coming  from  -  heav- 
on  to  earth,  and  suffering  and  dying  for  the  salvation '  of  our  ruined 
racOjWd  with  that  infioite  good  wluch  has  resulted,  and  which  will 
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result,  in  time  and  in  eternity,  from  this  most  wonderful  expression  of 
divine  love,  and  say,  if  the  former  be  not,  in  comparison  with  the 
latter,  as  a  mere  drop  to  the  ocean.  Yes,  and  even  for  this  drop,  you 
are,  aiter  all,  inconceivably  more  indebted  to  the  Father  of  Lights, 
than  to  this  humble  instrument  of  the  benefit  bestowed  ;  so  that  all  the 
gratitude  which  is  rendered  to  the  instrument,  should  be  so  rendered 
that  it  may  redound  to  the  glory  of  God. 

«  One  effect  of  the  honors  done  to  this  friend  of  our  country  is  to 
be,  that  all  the  world  shall  see  that  there  is  one  republic,  which  is  not 
ungrateful.  But,  how  shall  this  appear,  it,  while  all  these  honors 
are  lavished  on  this  mere  earthly  friend,  a  worm  of  the  dust  like  our> 
selves,  absolutely  nothing,  not  even  the '  tribute  of  grateful  praise, 
from  a  humble  and  thankful  heart,  is  rendered  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
his  benefits  ?  Suppose,  my  friends,  that  some  benevolent,  kind  hear¬ 
ted,  rich  man,  should  bestow  a  multitude  of  gratuities  on  a  poor 
neighbor,  who,  however,  appears  to  feel  and  to  express  very  little 
gratitude  to  his  ben^actor,  for  all  his  kindness.  At  length,  the  rich 
man  sends'  a  kind  servant  to  perform  some  important  service  for  this 
poor  neighbor.  Still,  the  poor  man  neither  expresses,  nor  feels,  much 
gratitude  to  his  rich  benefactor.  But,  by  and  by,  he  has  it  in  his 
power  to  niake  a  show  of  gratitude  to  the  servant,  by  -  heaping  many 
honors  upon  him.  This  he  accordingly  does,  and  expects  it  will  be 
received  as  evidence  that  there  is  one  poor  man  in  the  world,  who  is 
not  ungrateful.  All  the  while,  however,  he  takes- no  care  to  honor 
the  master  of  this  servant ;  to  whose  kindness  he  is  especially  in¬ 
debted  for  the  service  performed^  and  for  manifold  other  benefits. 
To  him  he  expresses  no  gratitude.  I  ask,  now,  has  this  poor  man 
really  made  it  evident  that  there  is  one  poor  man  in  the  world  who  is 
not  ungrateful  ?  You,  surely,  are  at  no  loss  for  the  answer.  Sup¬ 
pose,  then,  again,  that  this  poor  man  does  appear  to  shew  some  respect 
and  gratitude  to  his  kind  benefactor ;  yet  he  neither  expresses,  nmr 
feels,  any  gratitude  to  God,  who  has  given  this  benefactor  all-  hie  abUi-- 
ty,  and  all  his  disposition  to  show  him.  kindness,  and  is,  besides-,  con-- 
tinually  bestowing  innumerable  other  benefits  upon  him.  I  ask,  still, 
is  it  very  evident  that  this  poor  man  is  not  ungrateful  t  Now,  much 
is  it  to  be  feared  that  the  gratitude  of  our  country,  and  of  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  individuals  of  our  country,  expressed  in  the  manifold, 
honors  which  are  lavished  on  a  distinguished  human  benefactor,  but 
too  much  resembles  the  gratitude  of  this  poor  man ;  and  that,  while 
multitudes  shout  the  praises  of  a  mortal  worm,  like  themselves,  they 
^ve  little  praise  to  *  him,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow.’ 

My  friends,  shall  such  be  all  the  gratitude  we  express,  or  feel,  on 
.  this joyfiil  anniversary,  for  all  the  benefits  which  hare  been  flowing 
to  os,  through  innumerable  channels,  from  the  Fountain  of  all  good, 
every  day  of  our  lives  ?  Shall  we  joyfully  receive  the  gifts  of  divine 
providence,  and  the  blessings  of  divine  grace,  and  feel  no  gratitude  to 
the  infinite  giver  ?  Shall  we  honor  the  instruments,  by  whom  he  com¬ 
municated  his  benefits,  and  give  no  honor  to  him  who  kindly  employs 
them  for  our  good.  ?  God  forbid,  that  such  ingratitude  should  have 
.  any  place  in  opr  hearts.  But  may  each  of  us,  overcome  with  a  sense 
of  his  numberless  benefits,  devoutly  and  thankfully  take  up  the  song 
of  the  pious  psalmist,  and  sing,  What  shall  I  render  unto  the  .  Lord  for 
all  his  haufts  toward  mo  ?  I  will  take  the  tup  of  saltationy  aad  ttdl 
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upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  /  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord  now  in 
the  presence  of  M  his  people.  O  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness  j  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men !  ^nd  let , 
them  sacrifice  the  sacrifices  of  thanksgivings  and  declare  his  works  with 
rejoicing. 
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The  faith  onge  delivered  to  the  Saints.’^ 

f 

.3  Sermon  delivered  at  Worcester ,  Mass.  Oct.  16, 1823,  at  the  ordination^ 
of  the  Rev.  Loahmi  Ives  Hoadley,  in  the  Pastoral  Office  over  thet 
Qalvinistic  Church  and  Society  in  that  place.  By  Lyman  Beech- ^ 

ER,  D.  D. '  Boston,  Crocker  &  Brewster,  pp.  48.  h 

I* 

\ 

■  The  attention  of  the  public  has  been  repeatedly  called  to  this  ex¬ 
cellent  discourse,  by  the  different  publications  of  our  country.  Bnt 
the  reviewers  and  examiners  have  mostly  been  so  eagerly  contending 
for  doctrines,  as  to  overlook  the  duties  inculcated.  We  notice  the 
Sermon,  at  this  late  date,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  more  particu¬ 
lar  attention  of  our  readers  to- one  of  the  modes  of  contending  ear¬ 
nestly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  which  Doctor  Beech¬ 
er  has  pointed  out,  The  proper  exercise  of  civil  iiiduence.” 

There  are  always  to  be  found,  in  community,  a  few  men,  whose 
wisdom  and  prudence  give  to  their  sayings  the  weight  of  an^  oracle. 
The  single  sermons  from  his  pen,  which  have  been  reviewed,  shew 
that  we  may  place  in  this  class  the  venerated  man,  whose  name  stands 
at  the  head  of  the  present  article.  He  has  arrived  to  this  eminence, 
by  a  fearless  independence  in  forming  a  judgment  of  his  own.  He 
literally  “  calls  no  man  master  upon  earth.”  But  the  weight  of  char¬ 
acter  which  he  has  acquired,  and  the  power  he  has  exercised  over  j 
the  consciences  of  men,  afford  presumptive  proof  that  one  is  his 
m^ter,  even  GOD.”  »  ; 

Whil^  we  recognize  in  Doct.  Beecher  a  staunch  defender  of  gospel 
truth,  one  who  contends  earnestly  and  successfully  for  “  the  Faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints,”  we  are  pleased  to  see  that  he  does  not 
think  it  necessary  to  be  equally  strenuous,  in  defence  of  every,  stock¬ 
ade  and  mud  fort  which  human  wisdom  has  erected  in  the  consecrated 
territories.  The  Doctrines  of  the  gospel,  which  have  never  been 
sqcce^sfuily  and  which  unite  the  hearts  of  all  the  orthodox, 

receive  his  entire  concurrence  ;  but  all  the  theories,  which  specula¬ 
ting  meii  have  devised,  to  explain  what  God  has  not  explained,  or  to 
obscqre  what  God  has  rendered  clear,  pass  with  him  for  just  what  they 
are  worth-  These  patches  and  plasters,  the  ornaments  of  a  barbarous 
wlhch  ^ishgore  the  fair  features  of  our  religion,  we  believe  are 
^t  disnppeaiipg-  It  will  not  be  among  the  least  evident  manifesta- 
tioniL  <4  wisdom  fmd  goodness  of  who  bringeth  good  out  of 
eyil.t  y  the  cayils  of  opposers  should  lead  these  who  are  sound  in  faith, 
n  PFQfS  the  dpetrines  of  their  creed  niore  thoroug^y,  aqd  see  what 
oC  H  is  fdsarly  taught  iji  the  Bible,  and  what  has  been  added  by 
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human  devisings.  We  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  there  is  still  a 
little  rnbbish  to  be  cleared  away  ;  that  all  the  wood,  hay  and  stubble 
which  Philosophers  have  built  on  the  true  foundation,  is  not  yet  burnt  ■ 
up  ■  that  there  may  still  be  some  things  believed  for  doctrines  among 
Christians,  and  strenuously  contended  for,  which  have  got  to  follow  the 
notions  of  eternal  generation,  and  imputed  sin,  to  the  shades  of  ob¬ 
livion.  The  folly  of  all  human  wisdom  is  not  yet  so  completely  known 
as  it  will  be.  The  leadings  of  Providence,  no  less  than  the  word  of 
God,  encourage  us  in  the  hope,  that  the  time  is  coming,  when  Christ¬ 
ians,  and  especially  Christian  ministers,  shall  be  willing  to  give  up  their 
most  unprofitable  efibrts  to  explain,  what  either  does  .  not  need,  or 
cannot  receive  explanation  ;  and  apply  themselves  with  diligence  to 
their  proper  business,  , of  employing  scripture  truth  to  convince  man  of 
sin  and  judgment,  and  persuade  sinners  to  be  reconciled  to  God.  The 
worthy  author,  whose  work  is  now  under  consideration,  has  set  an 
example  of  this  kind,  which  ought  to  be  imitated.  And  his  labors  in 
the  ministry  have  been  attended  with  a  measure  of  success,  which 
shews,  to  us  at  least,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  with  him  in  this 
thing.  When  those  who  are  set  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel  shall  be 
freed  from  the  labors  and  perplexities  devolved  on  them  by  the  be¬ 
wildering  speculations  of  Philosophers  ;  and  shall  become  willing  to 
take  **  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,”  exactly  as  it  was  deliv¬ 
ered,  “without  note  or  comment,” — ^they  will  stand  on  the  high 
“  vantage  ground”  of.  truth,  and  will  be  prepared  to  contend  with 
greater  simplicity  of  object,  and,  as  we  think,  with  better  hopes  of 
success. 

But  even  here  we  think  there  is  something  to  correct.  We  have 
long  been  of  the  opinion,  that  there  is  too  much  worldly  wisdom  in  the 
manner  in  which  Uie  friends  of  evangelical  truth  have  chosen  to  con¬ 
tend  for  what  they  believe  to  be  the  fiuth.  There  has  been  quite  too 
much  doing  evil,  that  good  may  come.  A  great  many  carnal  weapons 
have  been  employed-r-and  the  consequence  has  been  such  as  might 
have  been  expected.  God  has  withheld  his  approbation  and  his 
blessing.  Opposition  to  the  troth  has  been  exasperated.  The  church 
has  been  trusting  in  the  chariots  and  horsemen  of  Egypt.  A  small 
portion  only  of  the  earth  has  received  the  truth,  in  the  love  of  it. 

Among  these  carnal  weapons,  none  has  been  more  relied  on  than  the 
arm  of  the' Civil  Power.  And  none  has  been  employed  with  a  more 
injurious  effect  to  the  cause  which  it  was  designed  to  promote.  > 

It  is  our  present  object  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  more 
particularly  to  this  subject,  by  an  examination  of  one  of  Doct.  Beech¬ 
er’s  topics  ;  “  The  proper  exercise  of  Civil  Influence.”  We  are 
persuaded,  with  Doct.  B.,  “  that  there  has  been  uttejdy  a  fault  among  . 
Christians  in  this  thing  ;”  and  this  champion  of  the  troUi,  whose  fidel¬ 
ity  is  beyond  suspicion,  and  whose  wisdom  is  pre-eminent,  has  made 
some  discoveries  on  the  subject,  so  valuable,  that  we  cannot  resist  the 
wish  to  lay  them  before  our  readers. .  Unless  we  very  much  mistake 
the  principles  of  action  which  have  been  adopted  and  defended,  in 
these  cases,  by  Christians  and  ministers,  especially  in  New-£ngland, 
th^  discoveries  are  as  new  as  they  are  important.  No  abridgement 
can  do  justice  to  the  ailment  by  which  our  author  ha»  e^blkhed 
his  principles.  And  we  do  not  believe  that  any  reasoning,  ,  either 
from  Scripture,  or  the  History  of  the  Church,  can  successfully  con- 
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trovert  it.  We  invite  our  Christian  friends  to  read,  and  study  IM 
whole  of  it,  and  then  see  if  they  will  not  unite  with  us  in  our  effoijj 
break  up  the  unhallowed  connection  of  our  Religion  with  Party 
it,  and  engage  with  more  simplicity  in  the  use  of  the  old  apost^ 
weapons,  which  are  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  dowo9 
strong  holds.”  ^ 

“  1  am  now  to  explain  the  manner,  in  which  the  Churches  of 'f9 
Lord  should  contend  for  the  faith.  And,  ^ 

1.  By  a  proper  exercise  of  their  civil  influence.  3 

The  rights  and  duties  of  Christians,  as  members  of  a  civil  comqd 

nity,  are  not,  it  is  believed,  generally  understood.  As  in  the  first  g« 
erations  of  New-England,  everything,  almost,  was  done  by  civil  gm 
emmcnt,  to  promote  religion  ;  the  'idea  has .  descended,  that,  chriH 
ians  have  some  itifluence  to  exert,  favorable  to  religion,  through  9 
medium  of  government without  the  perception  exactly,  how  it  is|| 
be  done  in  the  present  altered  state  of  things  ■  which  exist. 
ians  now,  in  their  civil  capacity,  are  members  of  a  great  empiin 
whose  administration  cannot  be  modified  in  accommodation  to  local  m 
ligious  purposes.  A  multitude  of  denominations  of  Christians  hm 
arisen,  also,  each,  upon  principles  of  religious  liberty,  entitled  fl 
impartial  protection  ;  and  excluding  in  behalf  of  any,  government 
favoritism.  In  this  new  state  of  things,  Christians  are  perplexed,  at 
know  not  what  to  do.  They  ar^  afraid  to  withhold  their  efforts,  jjl 
benefit  religion  through  the  medium  of  government ;  and  environil 
by  difliculties  and  dangers,  they  are  afraid  to  exert  it.  For  my  ,oaJ 
satisfaction,  in  the  first  instance,  1  have  been  led  to  investigate  till 
subject ;  and  though  I  have  not  found  it  unattended  with  difficultiea 
my  mind  rests  in  the  following  results.  I 

1:  Christians  are  not  to  attempt  to  control  the'  administration  fl 
civil  government,  in  things  merely  secular.  I 

This  is  what  our  Savior  refused  to  do,  when  be  declined  being  ! 
king,  or  ruler,  or  judge.  It  would  secularise  the  church,  as  tin 
same  conduct  secularised  the  church  qf  Rome  : — and  bring  upon  hen 
and  justly,  a  vindictive  re-action  of  hatred  and  opposition.  Wha 
great  questions  of  national  morality  are  about  to  be  decided,  such  ■ 
the  declaration  of  War  ;  or  as  in  England  the  abolition  of  the  slaJ 
trade,  or  the  permission  to  introduce  Christianity  into  India  by  Mifl 
tionaries  ;  it  becomes  Christians  to  lift  up  their  voice,  and  exert  thejl 
united  influence.  But,  with  the  annual  detail  of  secular  policy,  jl 
does  not  become  Christians  to  intermeddle,  beyond  the  unobtrusid 
influence  of  their  silent  suffrage.  They  are  not  to  strive,  nor  cru 
nor  lift  up  their  voice  in  the  streets.”  The  injudicious  association  d 
religion  with  politics,  in'the  time  of  Cromwell,  brought  upon  evangeU 
ical  doctrine  ana  piety  in  England,  an  odium  which  has  not  ceased  t! 
this  day.’  '  I 

2.  It  is  equally  manifest,  that  Christians  should  not  attach  theiM 
selves  exclusively  to  any  political  party,  or  take  a  deep  interest  ii 
political  disputes. 

No  party  is  so  exclusively  right,  as  to  render  it  safe,  for  any  mai^ 
to  commit  his  conscience  to  its  keeping,  and  act  implicitly  accordi(| 
to  its  dictation.  Nor  can  any  party,  in  a  popular  government,  be  suAr 
ciently  secure  from  change,  to  render  it  safe,  to  identify  with  it,  tbi 
interest  of  religion.  Besides,  if  Christians  enter  deeply  into  politick 


Review. 


6'3 


disputes,  they  will  be  divided,  and  one  denotnination  arrayed  against 
another,  in  their  prayers  and  efforts  :  and  one  Christian  against  anoth¬ 
er  in  the  sam^  church.  A  spirit  of  party  zeal  creates  also  a  powerful 
diversion  of  interest  and  effort  from  the  cause  of  Christ  :  creates 
prejudices  in  Christians  one  a^inst  another :  and  in  the  community 
asainst  the  cause'  itself ;  annihilates  spirituality  of  mind  ;  prevents  a 
spirit  of  prayer,  and  efforts  for  revivals  of  religion :  and  renders 
Christians  the  mere  dupes,  and  tools,  of  unprincipled,  ambitious  men. 
tf^o  sight  is  more  grievous  or  humiliating  than  to  see  Christians  continu- 
adly  agitated,  by  all  the  great  and  little  political  disputes  oT  the  nation, 
the  state,  the  city,  and  town,  and  village,  toiling  in  the  drudgery  of 
ambihon,  and  flowing  hither  and  thither  like  waves  which  have  no  rest, 
and  cast  op  only  mire  and  dirt.  I  am  persuaded  that  there  has  been 
utterly  a  fault  among  Christians  in  this  thing  ;  and  that  there  is  no  one 
particular  in  which  it  is  more  important  that  there  should  be  a  refor¬ 
mation. 

3.  It  is  plain,  also,  that  no  attempt  should  be  made  by  Christians  of 
one  denomination,  to  hinder  the  prosperity  of  other  denominations,  by 
any  monopoly  of  governmental  influence  and  favor. 

The  end  of  heaven  has  been  answered,  in  the  powerful  and  direct 
I  aid  given  to  the  churches,  by  the  civil  fathers  of  New-England.  Then, 

I  it  was  needed,  to  lay  foundations,  to  form  habits,  to  surmount  obsta- 
!  cles,  and  to  carry  the  churches  through  the  wilderness.  But  now  it 
I  is  not  needed,  and  cannot  be  bestowed,  in  the  manner  it  has  been. 

I  All  denominations  of  Christians  must  live  now,  by  a  general  impartial 
i  favor  of  government,  and  their  own  efforts,  the  goodness  of  their 
cause,  and  the  smiles  of  heaven.  The  favoritism  of  government  in  a 
free  country  is  an  advantage  too  precarious  also,  to  be  employed  safe¬ 
ly,  by  any  denomination.  For  such  is  the  instability  of  popular  gov¬ 
ernments,  that  their  partial  aid,  if  resorted  to,  might  exalt  at  one  time, 
and  abandon  and  persecute  at  another.  All  denominations  have  an 
equal  interest  now,  in  renouncing  all  attempts  at  securing  the  partial 
favor  of  government ;  and  in  insisting  upon  impartial  protection  and 
favor  only. 

Should  any  denomination,  however,  be  so  destitute  of  wisdom,  as 
to  attempt  to  propagate  its  opinions,  and  facilitate  its  progress,  by  a 
monopoly  of  literary  influence,  through  governmental  favor,  and  by 
rendering  their  own  sentiments  a  passport  to  places  of  honor  and  trust, 
in  the  higher  and  more  subordinate  stations  of  civil  office  and  employ¬ 
ment  ;  if  in  these,  and  other  ways,  they  should  seek  to  give  to  them¬ 
selves,  by  the  adventitious  favor  oCgovernment,  a  weight  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  an  influence  on  the  public  mind,  favorable  to  their  own 
religious  views,  and, adverse  to  those  oi^other  denominations  :  in  such 
case,  civil  and  religious  .liberty  would  authorise  and  demand,  that,  all 
Christians  of  other  denominations,  should  withhold  their  suffrage  from 
the  ambitious  sect,  who  had  perverted  and  abused  the  public  confi¬ 
dence.  This,  by  those  who  should  experience  the  salutary  admoni¬ 
tion,  would  be  deprecated,  no  doubt,  as  introducing  religion  into 
polttics,”  but  it  would  in  fact  be,  only  a  righteous  effort  to  put  that 
religion  out  of  politics  which  they  had  unrighteously  identified  with 
them :  and  to  place  the  religious  rights  and  privileges  of  Christians, 
upon  an  equality.  When  this  had  been  accomplished,  persons  of 
worth,  of  that  denomination,  exempt  from  such  sectarian  bias  as  would 
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abuse  the  conlidence  reposed  in  them,  might  enjoy  the  public  favor« 
as  before. 

4.  T  cannot  perceive  that  churches  are  bound  in  point  of  duty,  or 
required  on  the  ground  of  policy,  te  confine  their  suffrages  exclusively, 
to  persons  of  their  own  denomination,  or'te  regulate  them,  exclusive¬ 
ly,  with  reference  to  piety  or  doctrinal  opinions. 

There  are  certain  guarantees  of  integrity,  and  of  security  to  the 
general  interests  of  religion,  which,  as  Christians,  we  are  bound  to 
require.  There  must  be  such  a  belief  in  the  being  of  God,  and  of 
accountability  and  future  punishment,  as  lays  a  foundation  for  the 
practical  influence  of  an' oath':  such  exemption  from  immortality,  as 
will  render  the  elevated  example  of  rulers  safe  to  the  interest  of  pub¬ 
lic  morals  :  such  general  approbation  of  the  Christian  Ireligion,  and  its 
institutions,  as  will  dispose  them  to  afford  to  religion,  the  proper  pro¬ 
tection  and  influence  of  government :  and  such  exemption  from  secta¬ 
rian  zeal,  as  will  secure  from  abuse,  the  confidence  of  other  denomi- 
-hations,  and  an  administration  impartial  in  its  aspect  upon  all  of  them. 
But  where  these  securities  are  given,  I  do' not  perceive  that  chris-  | 
tians  are  forbidden  to  repose  confidence  in  men,  for  civil  purposes, 
who  do  not  profess  religion,  or  afford  evidence  of  piety.  Men  of  pi¬ 
ety  are  doubtless  to  be  preferred,  and  greatly  to  be  desired,  other 
things  being  equal ;  but  1  cannot  perceive,  that  the  qualifications  for 
civil  trust,  and  for  membership  in  the  church,  are  the  same:  and 
wherever  they  have  been  so  regarded,  the  consequence  has  been,  the 
intrusion  of  unsanctified  men  by  a  lax  examination,  or  by  dispensing 
entirely  with  piety  as  a  qualification  for  communion.  As  long  as  com¬ 
munion  in  the  English  church  shall  continue  to  be  an  indispensible 
qualification  for  office,  so  long  will  the  tide  of  ambition  roll  through 
her  interior,  and  damp  the  fire  upon  her  altars-  It  was  the  mistake 
of  our  pious  fathers  in  making  the  terms  of  communion  and  civil  trust 
the  same,  which  produced  the  lax  mode  of  admission  to  the  churches 
of  New-England,  followed  by>  the  long  and  dreadful  declension  from 
evangelical  doctrine  and  piety,  which,  in  many  churches,  continues  to 
this  day, :  and  the  same  course  persisted  in,  would  perpetuate  the 
same  effects. 

What,  then,  is  the  ground,  which  the  churches  ought  to  take  ?  It  is 
the  high  ground  of  Christian  temper,  Christian  principle,  and  Christian' 
practice.  It  is  a  great  mistake  if  any  suppose,  that  their  conduct  in 
relation  to  things  spiritual,  may  be  regulated  by  one  rule,  and  in 
things  civil  by  another.  The  Gospel  furnishes  Christians  with  rules 
for  their  entire  direction,  in  all  things.  In  this  respect,  as  well  as 
others,  the  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect^  <md  every  man  of  God^  is,  by 
his  Bible,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  every  good  work. 

Let  Christians,  then,  not  under' the  influence  of.  party  zeal,  but  in  the 
fear  of  God,  as  those  wbq  must  give  an  account,  withhold  their  suf¬ 
frages  from  men  whose  known  opinions  destroy  the  practical  influence ' 
of  an  oath  ;  whose  open  hostility  to  all  religion,  renders  it  unsafe  and-' 
sinful  to  confide  in  them ;  whose  immojral  habits  would  contaminate 
the  public  morality  ;  or  whose  sectarian  zeal,  would  incapacitate  them  ' 
for  a  liberal  and  impartial'  legislation  on  the  subject  of  religion  :  and  ’ 
when  this  is  done,  let  them  no  longer  know  “  any  man  after  the 
flesh:”  but  without  reference  to  political  party,  or  doctrinal  creed, 
vote  for  those  who  are,  in  other  respects,  worthy  of  their  confidence. 
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Every  community  needs  To  its  bosom^  men  of  cool  and  uncommitted 
ifbeling,  to  allay  the  fierceness  of  party  strife,  and  to  come  forth  for 
the  salvation  of  the  nation,  bn  emergencies  of  danger  :  and  why 
should  not  an  host  of  such  men,  lovers  of  their  country  and  their 
God,  be  found  in  the  church,  instituted  by  heaven,  to  promote  peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  to  men.  The  interests  of  science  and  litera* 
ture,  arc  regarded  as  too  important  to  be  identified  with  political  par¬ 
ties  ;  and  are  permitted  to  enjoy  the  retreat  of  the  groves,  far  from 
the  noise  of  strife  and  war :  and  why  should  not  the  interests  of  re¬ 
ligion,  be  allowed  to  stand  aloof  from  the  conflicts  of  ambition,  and 
the  din  of  controversy  ?  As  political  animosities  rage,  in  free  gov¬ 
ernments,  and  competitions  for  office  and  power  are  conducted,  and' 
.ever  will  be,  till  the  world  is  far  better  than  it  now  is  ;  every  Christ¬ 
ian  may  say  of  political  partisans  as  Jacob  satd  of  Simeon  and  Levi: 

Instruments  of  cruelty  are  in  their  habitations  :  O,  my  soul,-  come 
not  thou  into  their,  secret,  unto  their  assembly  mine  honor,  be  not  thou 
united.” 

The  effect  of  such  a  retreat,  by  Christians,  from  the  annual  details 
of  party  strife,  and  of  the  silent  exertion  of  evangelical  influence  in 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  Suflrage,  would  be  attended  with  the 
happiest  effects. 

The  political  alienation  of  Christians  would  cease,  and  be  followed 
by  the  increase  of  brotherly  love.  Their  diversion  from  religious 
enterprise  would  cease,  and  they  would  have  more  time  and  more  zeal 
for  the  service  of  Christ.  The  prejudice  against  religion,  occasioned 
by  their  political  officiousness,  would  be  avoided  ;  and  that  influence, 
which,  before,  was  worse  than  lost  in  the  turmoils  Of  party,  would  b« 
sanctioned  and  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 

In  all  the  competitions  for  political  elevation,  of  which  there  will 
always  be  many  in  free  governments  ;  the  suffrage  of  a  Christian  com-^ 
munity,  held  in  reserve,  to  be  exercised  under  the  influence  of  con¬ 
science,  and  a  cool  uncommitted  discretion,  would  have  an  influence 
highly  s^utary  to  the  state,  and  to  the  interests  of  pie^  and  morality. 
As  long  as  Christians  are  divided,  and  will  vote  blindly,  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  political  mania  ;  no  individual  fears  the  consequence  of 
irreligion,  or  immorality  ;  and  no  party  fears  the  consequence  in  their 
candidates  for  office. 

.  But  if  Christians  retire  from  unhallowed  competitions,  to  bestow 
their  suffrage  by  the  diotation  of  an  enlightened  conscience,  they  will 
hold  an  amount  of  suffrage,  not  to  be  lightly  regarded  or  despised  on 
either  side.  In  this,  there  is  no  electioneering,  no  officious  medcUing, 
and  no  violence.  Christians  exercise  their  own  civil  rights,  under 
the  guidance  of  their  own  consciences,  enlightened  by  the  word  of 
God  ;  and  in  doing  it,  allay  the  violence  of  pai^,  elevate  the  standard 
of  morality,  and  secure  to  religion,  all  t^  protection  that  it  needs, 
and  to  their  country,  so  far  as  their  influence  can  avail,  an  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  government,  devoted  to  the  public  good,  and  not  to  th« 
interests  of  a  party.  Experience  has  eyinced  the  vanity  of  all  hopes 
of  religious  and  moral  purity'from  the  influence  of  civil  government! 
directly  :  government  itself,-,  needs  to  be  brought  under  ffie  influence 
of  Christian  principle,  and  to  be  embued  with  Christian  feeling  :  an 
event,  which  can  be  accomplished,  only,  as  the  public  opinion  shall  be 
purified  and  regulated  by  religious  and  moral  principle.  But,  this  si-. 
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lent  learen  of  the  mass,  can  be  the  result,  only,  of  a  general  increase 
of  religion  and  the  proper  exercise  by  Christians  of  their  civil  inflo> 
ence.  I  would  say,  therefore,  in  the  langnage  of  Wiiberforce,  **  Let 
true  Christians  then,  with  becoming  earnestness,  strive  in  all  things  to 
recommend  their  profession,  and  to  put  to  silence  the  vain  scoffs  of 
ignorant  objectors.  Let  them  boldly  assert  the  cause  of  Christ  in  an 
when  so  many,  who  bear  the  name  of  Christians,  are  ashamed  of 
Him  ;  and  let  them  consider  as  devolved  on  them  the  important  duty  of 
suspending  for  a  while  the  fall  of  their  country,  and,  perhaps,  of  perfor* 
ming  a  still  more  extensive  service  to  society  at  large  ;  not  by  busy  inter¬ 
ference  in  politics,  in  which  it  cannot  but  be  confessed  there  is  much  un¬ 
certainty  ;  but  rather  by  that  sure  and  radical  benefit  of  restoring  the 
influence  of  religion,  and  of  raising  the  standard  of  morality.  Let 
them  cultivate  a  catholic  spirit  of  universal  good  will,  and  of  amicable 
fellowship  towards  all  those,  of  whatever  sect  or  denomination,  who,- 
differing  from  them  in  non-essentials,  agree  with  them  in  the  grand 
fundamentals  of  religion.  Let  them  countenance  men  of  real  piety 
wherever  they  are  found  ;  and  encourage  in  others  every  attempt  to 
repress  the  progress  of  vice,  and  to  revive  and  diffuse  the  influence  of 
religion  and  virtue.  Let  their  earnest*  prayers  be  constantly  offered, 
that  such  endeavors  may  be  successful,  and  that  the  abused  long-suf- 
•  fering  of  God  may  Still  continue  to  us  the  invaluable  privilege  of  vital 
Christiuiity.”  •  ^ 

(To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 


ON  MODERN  LIBERALITY  IN  RELIGION. 

A  writer  of  celebrity*  has  said,  that  when'  men  are  without  some 
fundamental  and  scientific  principles  to  resort  to,  they  are  liable  to 
have  their  understandings  played  upon  by  cant  phrases  and  unmeaning 
terms,  of  which  every  party  in  every  country  possesses  a  vocabulary^ 
We  appear  astonished  when  we  see  the  multitude  led  away  by  sounds  ; 
but  we  should  remember,  that  if  sounds  work  miracles,  it  is  .  always 
upon  ignorance.  The  influence  of  names  is  in  exact  proportion  to 
the  want  of  knowledge.” 

'  As  it  is  the  tnith  of  these  remarks  which  gives  a  point  to  their  se¬ 
verity,  it  Would  be  some  consolation  were  they*applicable  to  the  mu^ 
titude  only.  But  the  same  foible,  though  in  a  less  degree,  is  discem- 
able  in  men  who  are  not  to  be  ranked  with  the  multitude  ;  and  to  whom^ 
if  we  can  yield  our  confidence,  we  may  not  deny  our  respect.  The 
influence  of  fashion  is  so  subtle  and  so  imperious  ;  the  levity  of  social 
intercourse  is  so  advene  to  reflection ;  dissent  from  the  circling  opin¬ 
ion  is,  for  the  mort  pari,  so  ungraciously  received  ;  a  fling,  whether  in 
jest  or  in  earnest,  is  so  convement  a  substitute  for  fact ;  and  a  popular 
epithet,'  without  expense  either  of  thought  or  of  knowl^ge,  is  so  expe¬ 
ditious  a  mode  of  determining  controvenies  which  *  otherwise  would 
be  of  stiff  debate,  that  the  judgment  is  surprised  through  the  imagi¬ 
nation,  and  the  mind  is  horned  into  its  decisions  without  firmness  to 
resist,'  of  leisure  to  pause.  He  who  has  access  to  that  sort  of  company 

♦Palsy.— Preface  to  hit  **  Principles  of  Moral  and  Political  Philosophy.” 
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which  wears  the  reputation  of  iutelligeoce,  and  does  not  recollect  to 
have  seen  this  course  of  things,  has  made  a  bad  use  of  his  eyes  or 
his  memory.  Hotv  roughly  individuals,  communities,  and  even  truth 
itself)  is  often  handled  by  such  summary  sentences,  every  writhr  on 
logic  or  ethics  accounts  it  his  duty  to  show.  The  design  of  this  paper 
is  not  so  much  to  dwell  on  the  general  evil  of  the  practice,  as,  on  tho 
one  side,  to  repel  an  opprobiiim,  and,  on  the  other,  to  sift  a  claim  which 
it  has  been  employed  to  sanction. 

From  the  present  state  of  society,  we  look  back  on  the  intolerance 
of  former  ages  with  a  surprise  which  does  honor  to-humanity  ;  but  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  to  be  feared,  with  a  loftiness  .of  self-complacency, 
which  proclaims  that  the  retrospect  administers  as  much  food  to  our 
vanity  as  to  our  benevolence.  The  pendulum  of  fashion  vibrating  in. 
morals,  as  in  dress,  from  an  extreme  point  to  its  opposite  ;  we  are  now 
required  to  open  the  bosom  of  charity  to  every  class  of  religious  tcn« 
ets,  if  we  hope  to  be  enrolled  among  liberal  Christians,  or  to  escape 
the  pains  and  penalties  decreed  against  bigots.  Aa  revolutions  seldom 
happen  in  but  one  thing  at  a  time,  this  exchange  of  feeling  seems  to 
hare  been  accompanied  with  a  change  of  principle  ;  and  to  have  in- 
clQded  a  large  portion  of  the  creed  of.  our  fathers  in  the  same  pro* 

-  sefiption  with  their  sternness  of  temper.  So  thid  what  Bishop  Butler 
said  of  Christianity,  may  truly  be  said  of  orthodoxy.-—*"  It  is  come— 
to  be  taken  for  granted,  by  many  persons,  that  ortho^xy  is  not  so  much 
as  a  subject  of  enquiry  ;  but  that  it  is  now  at  length  discovered  to  be 
fictitious.  And  accordingly  they  treat  it  as  if,  in  the  {uresent  age,^^8 
were  an  agreed  point  among  all  people  of  discemment ;  aad  aeming 
remained  but  to  set  it  up  as  a  principle  subject  of  mirth  and  ridicule,  aa  it 
were  by  way  of  reprisals,  for  its  having  so  long  interrupted  the  plcasufes 
of  the  world.'’*  Or  if  dislike  to  principles  mice  held  sacred,  by  the  most 
enlightened  and  excellent  of  mankind,  has  not  goae  all  this  length,  it 
has,  at  least,  thrown  them  into  the  rubbish  (d*  obsedete  {nrgudices. 
Zeal  for  their  purity  and  propagation  is  supplanted  by  a  sort  of  com¬ 
munity  of  persuasions  ;  in  which  every  one  is  not  o^y  privileged  to 
assert  his  own  right,  while  he  lives  in  peace  with  his  neighbours,  but 
to  demand  their  aid  in  repulsing  an  invader.  Whoever  shall  dare  to 
condemn  the  opinions  of  one,  is  the  enemy  of  all  the  rest :  he  must 
be  shunned  as  an  intruder  into  the.  sanctuary  of  conscience,  as  a 
stranger  to  religious  civility  and  liberal  refinement,  and  unworthy  of 
any  rank  but  that  which  philosophical  Christianity  has  assigned  to  the 
bigot'. 

•  All  this  looks  grand  and  magpanimoos  ;  and,  no  doubt,  has  ita  e^ 
feet,  especially  upon  youthful,  undisciplined,  a^  tisaid  minds.  But  if 
it  have  more  of  show  than  of  reality  ;  if  k  be  as  intolerant  in  its  own 
way  as  any  thing  it  calls  big;otry,  and  if,  under  the  pretext  of  oUig»> 
tions  to  charity,  it  sacrifice  the  truth  of  God  and  tine  eten^  interesti 
of  men.  upon  the  sdtar  of  practied  io^elity  ;  we  cannot'  turn  aoray 
from  it  with  too  open  disgust,  nor  hold  it  in  too  deep  abhorrence. 

One  of  the  th«^  whfeh  first  strike  a  critical  observat,  is  the  idi 
definiteness  of  the  ideas  attached  to  the  terms  ""liberal”  mttl  ""h^ot,- 
od.”  It  is  easy  to  couple  them  With  a  man  or  a  principle  ;  and  to 
tol  or  decry  them  accordingly  :  and  few  are  so  loud  in  their  panegyric 
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or  abuse,  as  those  who  do  both  by  signal.  But  still,  what  is  your  libe« 
rality  t  Is  it  measured  by  any  standard,  or  confined  within  any  limits  ? 
If  not,  for  aught  I  ean  see,  it  is  an  attempt  to  abolish  all  intelleclual 
and  moral  distinctions. .  If  it  is  measured  and  limited — ^by  what  rule  ! 
By  the  word  of  God  ?  Then  you  are  bound  to  ascertain .  its  sense  ; 
and  to  oppose  every  opinion  which  contradicts  it ;  or  else  you  must  > 
contradict  yourself  :  for  a  rule  which  you  do  not  apply  is  no  rule  at 
all.  By  your  own  good  pleasure  or  your  conviction  of  right  ?  Then ' 
yon  assume  the  office  of  dictator  as  much  as  any  man  to  whom  you 
impute  that  arrogance  ;  and  if  you  intend  to  “  pluck  the  mote  out  of 
his  eye,”  you  must  h^gin  with  taking  the  “  beam  out  of  your  own.” 
By  yourjiarticular  associates  ?  Every  sect  under  heaven  does  the 
same.  The  Arminian  calls  the  Calvinist  a  bigot ;  the  Socinian  applies 
the  epithet  to  the  advocate  of  the  atonement,  and  chants  forth  his  own 
liberality  ;  the  Deist  pities  the  slavish  being  who  believes  in  Revela¬ 
tion,  and  the  Atheist  smiles  at  the  “  prejudices”  of  the  Deist.* — Or 
are  you  liberal  because  you  think  and  speak -well  of  those  who  think 
and  speak  well  of  you  ?  So  did  the  publicans,  and  so  do  thousands 
with  whom  you  would  not  wish  to  be  suspected  of  any  .connexion.  If 
your  liberality  takes  a  middle  path  between  the  contractedness  of  soKie 
men  and  the  licentiousness  of  others,  so  that  while  you  cherish  the- 
primary  interests  of  reli^on,  you  overlook  the  minor  differences 
among  its  professors,  and  embrace  them  .  as  brothers  upon  the  broad 
ground  of  the  common  Christianity,  you  are  indeed  more  definite,  but 
not  J^s  embarressed.  For  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive,  ^rst,  that 
your  very  medium  implies  a  boundary  which  yon  may  not  pass ;  and 
consequently,  that  your  liberality  is  commendable,  not  for  its  own 
sake,  but  as  it  is  controuled  by  truth  i  and  Secondly,  that  the  character 
of  your  liberality  must  be  fixed  by  the  relative  value  of  those  points 
which  it  surrenders  under  the  title  of  «  minor  differences.”  Until 
this  be  settled,  you  can  have  no  permission  to  glory  in  being  liberal ; 
and  to  bestow  contemptuous  appellations  upon  those  who  do  not  go  in 
your  train :  for  you  may  take  credit  to  yourself  for  that  which  shall 
tom  out  to  be  a  crime. 

Our  next  enquiry,  then,  respects  these  **  minor  differences.”  A 
soft  sound  with  dreaded  sense!  For,  unless  the  writer  grievously 
errs,  the  characteristic  of  the  liberality  now  in  vogue,  is  to  ask  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  general  profession 'of  Christianity  ;  and  to  refer  all 
its  modificafionS  to  the  head  of  minor  differences  ;”  which,  in  the 
affair  of  Christian  and  ministerial  fellowship,  should  make  no  difference 
at  all.  If,  therefore,  one  of  these  liberal  Christians  sh^dl  explain 
away  the  whole  iaith  of  tiie  church  of  God  concerning  the  new  birth— 
if  another  shall  teach  the  dogma*  of  universal  salvafion  for  men,  anff, 
if  he  please,  for  devils  too— 4f  a  third  shall  ^ve  up  the  plenary  in¬ 
spiration  of  the  Scriptures— .4f  a  fourth  shall  argue  against  a  particular' 
providence-rrrif  a  fi^  shall  deny  the  infiuences,  or  dispute,  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  the  Holy  Spirit — ^if  a  sixth  shall  abjure  the  sacrifice  and  deity 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ— all  this,  instead  of  diminishing  confidence, 
or  communion,  is  to  be  a  matter  of  compromise.  Every  one'  retains 
his  own  views  without  contradiction.  The  generic  term  **  Christian’* 

♦  n  a  encore  quelqves  projwes,*— **  be  has  some  prejudices  left,”  said  the 
Atheists  of  Paris,  concerning  David  Hume,  when  he  hwitated  to  shoot  the  gulph 
of  Atbosgi.  Ho appoari,  boweror,  to Imvegotiid of  hts  **pre)udioe8«” 
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belongs  alike  to  all';  and  he  who  refuses  to  recogn'ize  their  Christiaor 
ity;  must  be  branded  as  a  bigot. 

Three  questions  arise  out  of  this  subject. 

First.  How  far  such  liberality  is  consistent  with  the  love  of  truth  ? 

Discrimination  belongs  to  the  essence  of  useful  research.  The 
man  who  transposes  cause  and  effect,  who  classes  phenomena  without 
regard  to  their  nature,  or  who  handles  together  a  mass  of  incoherent 
facts,  will  never  enlighten  the  community,  nor  obtain  the  suffrages  of 
its  well  informed  members.  They  all  agree,  that  to  encourage  such 
blunderers,  would  be  to  banish  knowledge  and  science  from  the  world. 
The  effect  of  such  a  chaos  is  the  same,  whether  it  be  produced  by  in> 
dividual  folly,  or  by  a  sort  of  pic^nic  collection,  in  which  numbers 
contribute  their  respective  shares,  and  fairly  club  a  medley  of  contra* 
dictions.  Why  should  that  which  is  absurd  in  every  thing  else,  be 
rational  in  religion.?  '  It  is  evident,  that  within  the  domain  of  this  idol 
.liberality,  there  is  not  a  spot  on  which  troth  can  rear  her  temple,  or 
plant  her  foot' ;  because  troth  of  every  kind,  under  every  form,  and 
in  every  degree,  is  necessarily  and  eternally  intolerant  of  falsehood. 
And  tljerefore,  to  exempt  from  challenge  n  host  of  discordant  senti* 
ments,  and  that  on  the  most  interesting  topics,  is  to  waive  the  rights  of 
truth  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  exemption.  It  takes  for  granted,  ei' 
tber  that  the  truth  on  these  topics  is  not  discoverable  ;  or  that  it  is 
not  worth  the  trouble  of  contention.  The  first  of  these  assumptions  is  a 
libel  on  the  word  of  God,  and  the  second,  on  his  wisdom.  They  who 
thus  abandon  the  claims  of  truth,  by  putting  them  virtually  on  a  level 
with  the  claims  of  error,  are  not  her  friends  ;  and  the  alternative  is  plain. 

The  next  question  is,  How  this  liberality  of  theirs  consists  with 
delity  to  our  Loi^  Jesus  Christ. 

He  was  himself  the  great  Witness  to  the  troth  ;  and  has  comman¬ 
ded  all  his  followers  to  imitate  his  example.  Not  one  instance  can  be 
pointed  out,  of  his  countenancing,  in  the  slightest  manner,  a  Catholi¬ 
cism  which  treats  with  nearly  equal  regard  all  opinions  and  doctrines 
that  shelter  themselves  under  his  name.  He  has  charged  us  to  be¬ 
ware  of  **  false  prophets  who  come  in  sheep’s  clothing,  but  inwardly 
are  ravening  wolves.”  And  the  Apostle  who  lay  on  his  breast,  and 
imbibed  most  of  his  tenderness,  has  Written,  **  If  there  -  come  any 
onto  you,  and  bring  not  this  doctrine,  '(the  doctrine  of  Christ,)  receive 
him  not  into  your  boose,  neither  bid  him  God  speed  :  for  he  that  bid- 
deth  him  God  speed,  is  partaker  of  bis  evil  deeds.”  What  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Christ  is,  can  be  determined  only  from  his  word.  But  the 
liberality  which  is  novv  on  its  trial,  draws  its  chief  praise  from  .  never 
determining  that  point  at  all.  Here,  then,  are  two  divine  precepts  of 
which  it  mocks  the  authority  by  frustrating  the,  application.  Who  is 
to  seize  the  ravening  wolfj”  if  it  is  a  settled  rule  in  the  theological 
etiquette,  to  look  no  ferther  than  the  ”  sheep’s  skin  ?”  Who  shall 
chase  the  Antichrist  from  his.  door,  if  it  be  unmannerly  and  boorish  to 
ask  what  “  doctrine”  be  brings  ?  There  cannot  exist  a  doubt,  that  if 
the  Lord  Jesus  himself  were  to  descend  with  his  apostle,  in  veiled 
glory,  and  min^e  again  with  men,  one  such  sentence  apiece  as  are 
quoted  ad>ove,  would  expel  them  both  from  the  circle  of  “  liberal”^ 
Christians  !  That  evangelical  hero,  Paul,  took  the  Elders  of  Ephesus  to 
record  that  he  was  ”  pure  from  the -blood  of  all  men.”  Why?  Because 
he  had  thrown  the  reins  on  the  neck  of  his  charity  ?  bad  represented  the 
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precious  truths  of  the  gospel  and  their  opposites  as  well  qualified  ^ 
harmonize  ?  and  had  refrained  to  enforce  particular  views  of  doctrioS 
lest  he  should  infringe  liberty  of  judgment,  or  the  maxims  of  go^ 
breeding?  No!  But  because  be  had  not  shunned  to'  declare  tn 
WHOLE  counsel  of  God.”  And  they  who  dp,  must  go  to  their  Judge  wi^ 
blood  guiltiness”  in  their  consciences.  Let  this  be  solemnly  pon. 
dered  by  those  ministers,  who,  having  had  the  form  of  *  sound  words, ^ 
have  been  carried  away  by  the  current  of  a  spurious  liberality  ;  have 
gradually  dropped  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  Christianity  ;  and  now, 
through  fear  of  offence,  or  the  ridicule  of  singularity,  avoid  them  alto> 
gether.  So  that  the  utmost  that  can  be  said  of  them  is,  that  if  they  donit 
preach  the  gospel,  they  do  not  preach  against  it ;  i.  e.  that  their  discoonk 
ses,  in  every  thing  affecting  the  salvation  of  a  sinner,  contain — just  nothiiw 
at  all — Horresco  ref  evens !  W  ell  may  their  flesh  tremble,  when  they  think, 
if  ever  they  think,  of  the  interrogatories  that  await  them  at  the  bar  of  Jessi 
Christ,  concerning  his  suppressed  truth,  bis  abused  gospel,  his  for. 
gotten  cross,  and  all  this,  for  the  fame  of  being  thought  “  liberal,”  bj 
men  who  give  themselves  no  trouble  to  escape  the  wrath  to  come.”' 

The  third  question  is.  How  far  the  liberality  under  review,  consisk 
with  real  charity.to  men.  *  '  * 

The  treating  as  non-essentials  and  matters  of  accommodation  all  dif¬ 
ferences,  which  may  occur  within  the  general  precincts  of  that  gener¬ 
al  term  ”  Christian,”  is  not  to  be  justified  upon  the  principle,  that 
such  differences  cannot  endanger  the  “  saving  of  the  soul.”  Is  tha 
true  ?  One  man  believes  and  teaches  that  the  Spirit  of  the  living  Gof 
must  change  a  sinner’s  heart,  and  unite  him  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  as  tkl 
Lord  his  righteousness  and  strength,  before  he  can  be  a  Christian,  aod 
obtain  a  ”  good  hope  through  grace.”  Another  man  laughs  at  al 
this  as  fanaticism,  and  maintains  that  nothing  more  is  necessary  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  man  a  Christian,  than  a  rational  assent  to  the  truth  of  diviai 
revelation,  and  a  good  moral  life.  One  man  worships  the  Lord  Jesui 
Christ  as  bis  Saviour  and  his  God.  Another  represents  him  as  a  men 
creature';  it  may  be,  “  a  frail,  fallible,  peaceable  man.”-  One  rejoi 
ces  in  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  by  which  he  is  redeemed  from  the  curM 
of  the  law  ;  and  another  reputes  the  whole  doctrine  of  redemptlm 
through  the  blood  of  Jesus  to  be  an  old  wife’s  fable.  Here  are  fbt 
contradictions  ;  and  contradictions  of  such  a  nature,  that  if  what  il 
usually  termed  the  orthodox  side  be  true,  the  opposite  involves  no¬ 
thing  less  than  the  eternal  perdition  of  those  who  hold  it.  Yet  at 
these  men .  call  themselves  Christians.  Now  it  is  as  clear  as  the  me¬ 
ridian  sun,  that  the  word  of  God  cannot  stand  with  both  sides  ;  ba 
that  the  one  or  the  other  **  has  made  him  a  liar  and  it'  is  '-no  ls|i 
clear,  that  he  who  makes  God  a  -liar,  by  not  receiving  his  testimonj 
concerning  his  Son,  is  under  condemnation.  'It  follows,  that  they  whi 
enlist  themselves  under  the  banner  of  the  prevailing  liberality,  eithec 
by  teaching  that  there  is  ndthiiig  in  the  doctrines  of  the  different  seek 
Called  Christian,  which  ought  to  excite  controversy,  or  by  professkl 
their  charity  for  those  who  hold  the  most  detestable  opinions  ;  or  b/ 
maintaining  a  studied  rese^e  toward  the  peculiarities  of  the  -  i^diafO’ 
rial  plin, — are  lei^ued  in  a  conspiracy  against  ^e  **  glorious  gospel" 
of  the  **  great  God  our  Saviour/’  and  those  eternal  interests  ^  meft 
from  which  the  faith  of  it  is  inseparable.  Deceived  by  this  traffic  ti 
cmnplaisBnces,  especially  when  they  see  the  ounkters  of  religion 
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most  active  in  promoting  it,  many  rest  in  the  conclasion,  that  it  is 
of  no  consequence  what  they  believe,  if  their  character  in  society  be 
fair.  “  Searching  the  scriptures”  for  the  “words 'of  eternal  life,” 
becomes  an  aptiquated  employment.  Occasional  misgivings  of  con¬ 
science,  are  relieved  by  the  soothing  imagination  that  we  are  all 
Christians,  and  that  is  enough.  Gross  ignorance  of  the  gospel  thick¬ 
ens  apace,  in  a  clime. illuminated  by  its  broadest  sunshine.  The  bar¬ 
riers  which  ought  to  divide  the  church  from  the  world  are  swept  away, 
and  every  tract  of  discrimination  effaced.  “  What  fellowship  hath 
righteousness  with  unrighteousness  ?  and  what  communion  hath  light 
with  darkness  ?  and  what  concord  hath  Christ  with  Belial  ?  or  what 
part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  inhdel  ?”  is  a  tale  of  other  times. ' 
And  thus  in  a  “  land  of  Bibles,”  which  cannot  be  opened  without  the 
lightning  of  God’s  reprobation  of  their  folly  flashing  in  their  faces, 
miserable  sinners,  unjustified,  unwashed,  unsanctified,  are  praising 
each  other’s  Christianity  !  The  delusion  is  often  fostered  by  the  very 
men  whose  .office  should  impel  them  to  counteract  and  destroy  it. 
And  there  is  too  sad  reason  to  fear,  that  the  loss  of  the  soul  is  the  first 
thing  which  awakens  numbers  from  their  dream.  Yes,  they  “  die  in 
theiPtoiquity  ;  but” — but  “  their  blood  shall  be  required  at  the  hand” 
of  those  pastors  who  “  warned”  them  not.  That  liberality,  there¬ 
fore,  which  lets  all  sorts  of  opinions  pass  under  the  large  cloak  of 
“  Christianity,”  or  which  forbears^  to  urge,  without  qualification,  the 
peculiar  topics  of  the  gospel,  deserves  another  epithet  than  “  charita¬ 
ble.”  Of  charity  it  has  nothing  but  the  abused  name.  Instead  of  ex¬ 
ecuting  its  benign  functions,  it  comes  with  perfidy,  and  cruelty,  and 
dcjath,  to  the  souls  of  men. 

If  we  look  a  little  closer  at  this  affected  liberality,  we  shall  perceive 
that,  exclusively  of  its  tendency,  the  very  attribute  of  which  it  vaunts 
the  loudest,  universal  tolerance,  has  no  existence.- 

The  proof  is  short.  No  men  are  more  impatient  of  contradiction 
in  the  stairs  of  common  life  than  these  liberal  thinkers,— no  men  con-* 
tend  for  their  political  views  with  fiercer  zeal,  or  deeper  animosity. 
Why  V  Because  human  speculations  are  more  certain  than  the  .truth 
of  God  ?  or  civil  arrangements  of  higher  moment  than  the  concerns  of 
a  future  world  1  That  cannot  be  pretended.  Why,  then,  do  the 
bosoms,  of  these  “  liberal”  philosophers  swell  with  rage  against  a 
political  opponent  ?  And  surely  no  man  can  pursue  others  with  more 
contempt  and  rancour,  than  do  they  whomsoever  they  are  pleased  to 
stigmatize  as  bigots.  Yet,  what  have  the  bigots  done  7  By  the  nature 
of  the  case  they  are  under  no  obligation  to  be  as  condescending  to  a 
“  liberal”  man,  as,  this  latter  to  them.  He  is  bound  by  his  profession 
to  be  as  charitable  to  a  bigot  as  to  any  other.  But  the  contrary  is  true. 
“  Bigot”  is  a  brand  of  infamy,  not  less  than  “  heretic”  or  “  infidel,” 
and  quite  as  freely  applied.  Serious  as  the  subject  is,  one  can  hardly 
forbear  smiling  at  the  mistakes  which  we  are  apt '  to  commit  in  estima¬ 
ting  our  own.  characters.  The  man  who  supposed  himself  inaccessi¬ 
ble  to  flattery,  was  not  aware,  till  his  acuter  friend  detected  him,  that 
this  supposition  was  precisely  the  point  in  which  his  vanity  was  cen¬ 
tered,  and  was  assailable  by  the  flatterer.  As  little  do  they  who  plume 
ffiemselves  on  their  freedom  from  bigotry,  suspect  that  their  “  liberal¬ 
ity”  is  the  point  on  which  they  betray  the  very  temper  they  denounce 
iu  others.  Touch  this  darling  of  theirs,  and  you  will  find  they  have 
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as  much  bigotry  as  other  people.  There  are  no  more  decided  b^;e| 
$n  earth,  than  those  who  are  bigoted  to  liberality.  The  fact  is,  tlm 
modern  liberality  is  of  the  same  kind  and  spirit  with  the  old  be^theg 
tolerance.  One  was  at  perfect  liberty  to  worship  his  calf,  provide^ 
another  might  burn  incense  to  the  queen  of  heaven.  And  thus  Baal, 
and  Jupiter,  and  Moloch,  and  Mithras,  and  all  the  rest  of  them,  fra¬ 
ternized  in  the  most  liberal  intercourse.  '  If  you  have  but  a  god,  no 
matter  wbo  or .  what ;  only  do  not  interfere  with  your  neighbor’s.” 
And  it  is  very  possible  that,  upon  the  same  terms,  Christians  mi^ 
for  a  time,  have  fared  easier  than'  they  did.  But  the  moment  (hcT 
taught  men  to  turn  from  these  vanities  to  serve  the  living  God,  th| 
worshippers  of  Baal  and  Jupiter  and  Moloch,  and  of  the  whole  rabble 
of  pagan  deities,  rushed, upon  them,  and  drenched  the  earth  with 
their  blood.  So  now,  compliment  my  dogma,  and  1  will  compliment 
yours.  But  let  unbending  truth  fall  in  with  the  confederacy,  and  ac¬ 
cost  the  members  of  it  without  ceremony.  Let  her  arraign  the  car- 
.nality  of  one,  the  corruptness  of  another,  and  the  unfaithfulness  of 
a  third.  Let  her  deny  at  once  the  Christianity  of  all  who  reject  the 
divinity  and  atonement  of  our  Lord  Jesus  ;  or  who,  admitting  both, 
live  without  the  practical  influence  of  either  ;  and  immediately  the 
cry  will  be  raised.  “  Bigot,”  fanatic,”  will  start  from  an  hundred 
mouths  ;  and,  short  of  open  violence,  as  little  mercy  will  be  showo 
to  wisdom’s  children  by  modem,  as  by  ancient  toleration.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  a  pure  and  effective  benevolence,  this  liberality  of  the 
age  is  a  mask  drawn  over  the  face  of  enmity  to  God’s  holiest  truth, 
and  to  all  who  espouse  it.  That  love”  which  is'  “  without  dissimu¬ 
lation,”  wears  no  such  guise.  It  consists  in  kind  affections  and  of^es. 
It  can  do  men  good  without  flattering  their  corruptions,  or  sanctifyAg 
their  mistakes.  It  is  he  “  who  converts  a  sinner  from  the  error  cj 
his  way,"  not  he  who.  treats  it  as  harmless,  that  shall  save  a  son 
from  death,  and  shall  bide  a  multitude  of  ' sins.”  Between  the  inces¬ 
sant  agitations  of  dispute,  and  the  oblivious  calm  of  indifference,  there 
is  a  wide  scope  for  the  exercise  of  forbearance. 

But  let  those  who  desire  not  to  be  entrapped  into  a  fatal  security, 
beware  bow  they  listen  to  the  syren  song.  Let  them  remember,  that 
an  air  of  affableness  and  magnanimity  is  oflen  a  passport  for.  error, 
both  speculative  and  practical,  to  an  indefinite  extent.  There  is  so 
much  dignity  in  freedom  from  little  prejudices,  and  so  much  flattery  in 
the  reputation  of  it,  that  generous  minds  are  thrown  off  their  guard 
by  its  very  appearance.  Impressions  slight  at  first,  are  deepened  by 
repetition  ;  ai^  advantages  imperceptibly  gained  over  the  sternness 
•f  truth,  and  the  caution  of  virtue  ;  and  the  head  and  the  heart  are 
perverted,  under  the  seductive  notion  of  overcoming  prejudice.  But 
one  image  is  presented  to  the  eye,  and  that  is  liberality.  Her  features, 
her  attitude,  her  voice,  her  weapons  and  her  attire,  are  always  the 
same.  Her  broad  mantle  covers  the  approach  of  the  fiend,  till  the 
treacherous  blow  be  given,  and  “  truth  falls  in  the  streets.”  Cer¬ 
tain  it  is,  that  such  has  been  the  ordinary  course  of  those,  who  have 
turned  away  from  the  “  holy  commandments  delivered  unto  them.’’ 
They  began  with  a  shew  of  liberality,  and  ended  in  downright  aposta* 
cy.  Nor  can  there  be  a  worse  symptom  of  a  professor  of  Christiaoi* 
tj,  than  an  anxiety  to  be  accounted  liberal  on  points  of  principle.  It 
is  an  anxiety  which  Christ  and  bis  apostles  never  disiflayed.  It  is  the 
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mark  of  .one  with  whom  **  the  answer  of  a  good  conscience’*  is  of 
less  value  than  the  breath  of  a  passing  compliment ;  one  who  “  loves 
the  praise  of  men  more  than  the  praise  of  God.”— CAr.  Monitor. 
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FROM  THE  RECORDER  AND  TELEORArH^ 

EDUCATION  FOR  THE  MINISTRY. 

Messrs.  Editors, — I  have  a  few  thoughts >  which  I  wish  to  sug¬ 
gest,  on  the  subject  of  the  gratuitous  education  of  young  men  for  the 
gospel  ministry,  which,  if  you  think  they  may  not  retard,  but  ulti¬ 
mately  facilitatt  the  work,  you  have  my  liberty  to  insert  in  your  esti¬ 
mable  paper.  Having  been  the  devoted  friend  of  this  species  of  char¬ 
ity,  and  having  plead  its  cause  with  all  the  eloquence  1  could  summon, 
I  am  the  more  alive  to  every  obstacle  that  may  lie  in  the  way  of  its 
advance,  and  its  ultimate  triumph.  I  plead,  1  remember,  that  the  mil¬ 
lions  who  are  without  the  gospel,  must  hate  that  blessing  tmmedtate/y  ; 
that  it  would  not  be  enough  to  evangelize  ‘  their  children,  but  that 
Aose  who  are  now  groping  their  way  to  the  grave  and  to  -  hell,  must 
be  arrested,  and  made  acquainted  with  Christ,  before  they  shall  die. 
I  knew  this  w.ould  not  be  done  without  a  prompt  and  ample  recruit  of 
the  ministry  of  reconciliatiou.  It  seemed  to  me  that  every  church 
should  at  least  educate  one,  and  send  him  out  to  nurse  and  rear  some 
little  sister  church,  to  be  the  happy  partner  of  her, joy,  and  the  asso¬ 
ciate  of  her  future  glory.  I  plead  that  unless  the  channel  of  this 
charity  was' opened  deep  and  wide,  and  its  waters  permitted  to  floRr 
without  obstruction,  all  the  other  charities  must  soon  be  dammed  op, 
and  become  stagnant  and  putrid.  1  plead  that  the  education  of  pious 
youth,  independently  of  the  exigencies  of  the  world,  would  be  an  im¬ 
portant  good  accomplished,  .that  if  they  never  entered  the  ministry^ 
the  money  that  educated  them  was  well  expended,  I  thought  it  im¬ 
possible  that  the  believer  could  resist  a  claim  so  pressing  and  so  just. 
I  seemed  to  hear,  in  one  confused  voice,  the  outcries  of  600,000,000 
of  perishing  souls,  demanding  the  education  and  the  outfit  of  600,000 
evangelists,  who  might  be  sent  to  tell  them  of  some  way  of  escape 
from  the  wrath  to  come. 

.And  the  cause,  I  know,  is  as  nepr  my  heart  as  ever.  There  are  all 
these  millions  perishing,  and  they  have'  none  to  break  to  them  the 
bread  of  life  ;  and  their  case  must  move  the  compassion  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  world'soon,  or  they  are  all  lost.  Here,  then,  I  would  have  eve¬ 
ry  believer  fix  his  eye,  and  die  weeping  ov,er  this  mass  of  misery,  un¬ 
less  it  be  relieved. 

But  there  are  some  thoughts  that  begin  to  be  entertained  on  the 
course  pursued,  that  ought  to  be  made  known.  Our  young  men,  when 
{irepared  for  the  ministry,  are  not  obligated  to  go  to  the  heathen,  nor 
even  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  old,  established  churches:  and  they 
are  in  general  reluctant  to  go— and  they  have  a  good  plea  for  their  re¬ 
luctance.  They  feel  the  need,  and  have  the  thirst  for  further  im¬ 
provement.  If  they  go  into  the  destitute  settlements,  where  there 
are  no  churches,  dor  have  been  any  ministers,  there  is  then  no  sup¬ 
port  for  them.  They  may  itinerate  at  their  own  expense  for  year». 
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and  then  settle  where  they  can  only  procure  a  hare  subsistence.  Tbuf 
they  must  yield  the  idea.of  ever  having  a  library,  or  -the  opportunity 
to  improve.  These  evils  stare  them  in  the  face,  and  it  is  said,  drive' 
them  back  from  the  wilderness,  to  find  employment  among  the  church* 
es  at  home. 

.  I  believe  it  to  be  a  fact,  that  the  exertions  made  by  Education  So* 
cieties,  and  otherwise,  have  already  filled  the  ranks  of  the  ministry,  to 
the  full  extent,  not  of  the  territory  to  be  evangelized,  but  of  the 
means  of  supporting  them.  When  we  hear  of  so  many  congregations 
destitute,  in  such  a  territory,  and  so  many  in  such  a  territory,  who  are 
able  to  support  the  gospel,  it  will  be  recollected  that  it  is  not  said  they 
are  vcilling ;  and  the  fact,  whatever  bias  may  be  given  the  subject  by 
some  person  interested  in  holding  up  the  character  of  the  congrega* 
tion — the  fact  will  often  prove  to  be,  that  the  congregation  thus  re* 
ported,  will  not  engage  to  raise  for  any  length  ol  time  one  third  the 
sum  requisite  for  the  support  of  the  ministry. 

Now,  if  things  be  as  1  have  stated,  then  what  is  the  remedy  ?  Here 
again  1  should  love  to  be  silent,  but  having  stated  an  evil,  be  it,  if  you 
please,  imaginary,  it  is  ungenerous  not  to  propose  a  remedy. 

The  ground  I  have  always  taken,  in  the  little  efforts  I  have  made  to 
do  good,  has  been  this.  1  have  not  dared  to  obstruct  any  stream  of 
charity,  but  have  diligently  inquired,  what  was  the  most  pressing  ob¬ 
ject,  and  there  have  bent  my  efforts.  A  few  years  since,  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  pious  youth  held  the  most  prominent  place  in  the  list  of  char* 
ities,  and  it  may  hold  the  same  place  again,  when  a  very  few  years  have 
elapsed  ;  but  at  the  present  moment,  1  am  prepared  to  say,  as  you 
will  infer  from  what  has  been  said,  that  our  effort  should  be  to  dispose 
of  those  who  have  already  been  educated.  Hence  the  subject  of 
domestic  missions  holds,  at  present,  a  high  ascendency  in  my  regards. 
The  ministers  that  we  have  now  on  hand,  if  1  may  use  such. a  phrase, 
are  all  wanted,  and  thousands  more.  But  let  us  spend  a  few  months  in 
locating  those  we  have.  -  Let  the  pious  pour  their  treasures  into  the 
hands  of  those  Societies  which  are  employed  in  building  up  the  waste 
places,  not  withdrawing  a  single  mill  from  the  '  education  interest. 
This  is  what  1  would  have.  There  should  not  be,  if  I  could  at  one 
deep  and  kindly  thrust,  take  from  the  purse  of  the  opulent  ^100,000, 
a  vacancy  in  New-England.  I  would  then  make  another  thrust,  and 
there  should  not  be  a  vacancy  in  the  state  of  New-York.  And  by.  this 
time  we  should  have  disposed  of  every  unsettled  minister  who  is  'worth 
employing.  And  then  press  on  the  work  of  education,  and  simulta¬ 
neously  the  work  of  domestic  missions,  till  one  state  after  another  has 
its  population  supplied,  and  the  last  perishing  immortal  in  our  western 
wilds  is  sitting  from  sabbath  to  sabbath  under  the  sound  of  the  blessed 
gospel. 

1  trust  that  by  this  time  you  see  that  my  object  in  these  remarks  is 
not  to  obstruct  the  flow  of  charity,  nor  even  the  business  of  educa¬ 
ting  beneficiaries,  but  to  wake  the  public  mind  to  the  importance  of 
another  species  of  effort  that  deqiands  care .  at  the  present  moment. 
There  exists  a  wide  spread  moral  desolation  on  our.  North,  and  West, 
and  South,  over  which  the  benevolent  cannot  cast  the  eye  and  pot 
weep.  Its  population  too  is  bone  of  our  bone  and  flesh  of  our  flesh. 
To  not  feel  for  them,  ai^ues  want  of  humanity  as  well  as  piety,  and 
to  feel  and  not  act,  is  to  say,  what  the  good  man  may  not  say,  Be  ye 


warmed  and  be  ye  filled — is  to  say,  “  much  as  we  pity,  your  mlse-. 
ries,  and  much  as  we  love  your  souls,  we  love  the  world  more.’' 
Tell  me  what  person  in  all  New>England  has  not  some  brother  or- 
friend  in. some  one  of  the  waste  places  of  our  new  settlements.  ■  They 
went,  perhaps,  from  the  very  sanctuary  where  we  worship,  and  it  may 
be  from  our  father’s  house.  There  they  are,  without  a  ministry,  or 
sanctuary,  or  Sabbath,  perishing  perhaps  in  their  sins.  '  Or  if  pious, 
they  have  but  scantily  the  benefit  of  that  truth,  by  which  it  is  the 
promise  of  God  that  they  shall  be  sanctified.  It  may  be  they  have  a 
Bible  ;  and  yet  even  this  may  have  perished  in  the  using.  There  is 
none  to  visit  and  comfort  them  on  their  sick  and  dying  bed,  or  make  a 
prayer  at  their  funeral.  They  sigh  for  the  advantages  they  have  left 
behind,  and  would  now  prefer,  that  they  had  died  be^ars,  under  the 
droppings  of  the  sanctuary,  than  to  have  all  the  other  comforts  that 
surround  them,  in  the  absence  of  the  gospel  institutions.  But  there- 
they  are,  and  they  must  die  there,  and  rise  thence  and  go  to  judgment. 

O  ye  believers,  around  whom  God  has  profusely  cast  his  good 
things,  will  not  the  cry  of  your  kindred  enter  into  your  eairs  ?  Can 
you  read  your  Bible,  and  keep  your  Sabbaths,  and  sit  in  your  pew, 
and  hear  the  Saviour’s  mandate,  “  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature,” — and  not  oe  interrupted  sometimes  by 
the  cry  of  your  perishing  relative  ?  When  you  are  dying,  and  shall 
see  this  world  in  its  native  worthlessness,'  will  not  the  recollection, 
that  your  wealth  might  have  saved  souls  from  death,  and  covered  a 
multitude  of  sins,  make  your  heart  ache  ?  When  you  have  gone  to 
the  judgment,  and  shall  be  accepted,  while  some  friend  or  brother  ia 
the  western  world,  who  lived  without  the  gospel,  and  died  an  unbelie¬ 
ver,  has  come  to  meet  you,  and  is  rejected,  will  there  not,  (your  own 
happier  doom  notwithstanding,)  thrill  through  your  heart  one  throb  of 
anguish,  that  yon  had  not  sent  him  the  gospel,  and.  had  him  equipped 
to  live  and  reign  with  you  in  the  kingdom  of  your  Father  forevei;  ? 
As  he  leaves  you  and  makes  his  bed.  in  hell,  will  you  not  cast  after 
him  one  longing,  lingering  look,  and  weep  once  more  over  your  past- 
neglects,  before  you  begin  3mur  song  ?  Ah !  how  highly  will  you 
then  prize  the  soul !  Put  that  same  price  on  it  now,  and  the  waste 
places  will  all  be  repaired,  and  we  shall  need  thousands,  of  ministers 
more  than  we  have,  and  the  Christian  world  will  do-  its  duty,,  and  the 
followers  of.  the  Lord  Jesus  be  a  thousand  fold  more  happy,,  than  they 
can  now  be  with  their  purses  full,  and  their  charity  cold  as.  a  polar 
winter. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  conversed  with  a  gentleman  well 
acquainted  with  the  Western  part  of  the  state  of  New- York,  from 
whom  I  collected  the  following  hints,  exactly  according  with  what  I 
know  is  the  fact.  Many  towns  there,  have  a  population  of  seven  or 
eight  hundred  souls,  which  yet  have  no  minister  nor  sanctuary,  and 
would  not  engage  to  pay  more  than  the  half  of  a  minister’s  support. 

.  Such  towns  are  as  particular  in  their  choice  of  a  minister  as  one  which, 
will  give  an  ample  support.  The  young  ministers  who  go  out,  calcur 
late,  th  -.t  by  barely  preaching  a  few  times,  they  shall  have  a  call,  and. 
he  amply  supported ;  but  they  are  disappointed.  They,  are  princi¬ 
pally  beneficiaries,  and  some  of  them  feel  that  they  were  patronized 
because  they  haid  talents,  and  conceive  that  it  cannot  be  proper  that 
they  settle  down  where  they  eaanot  he  supperted,  while  are. 
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parishes  destitute,  who  will  support  them  ;  and  they  return  to  be  es- 
lished  in  the  older  churches.  Those  towns,  however,  are  becominj 
more  able,  and  many  of  them  more  disposed,  to  support  the  ministry. 
They  must  have  a  minister  before  they  can  build  a  sanctuary,  and 
then  it  must  be  built  principally  through  his  exertions. 

Hence,  every  young  man  who  goes  out  into  that  country,  must  go 
patronized,  and  for  a  few  years  half  supported,  by  some  Missionary 
Society.  Then  be  is  immediately  confided  in  as  one  worthy  of  their 
attention.  And  he  must  feel  that  be  was  educated  to  build  up  some 
waste  place,  and  must  be  willing  to  endure  hardness  as  a  good  soldier 
of  Jesus  Christ.  It  must  be  the  whole  desire,  of  his  soul,  to  render 
the  spot  luminous  where  he  pitches  his  tent.  And  what  is  more,  he 
must  calculate  that  probably  be  must  quit  the  field,  and  give  it  up  to 
another,  as  soon  as  it  shall  begin  to  be  fertile.  For,  with  all  the  other 
ambarrassments  of  that  country,  this  is  one,  that  the  minister  is  easily 
dismissed.  His  salary  is  made  up  by  annual  subscriptions,  which  can 
any  time  be  withdrawn.  Every  town  has  a  host  of  sectarians.  The 
Presbyterian  church,  if  any  has  been  formed,  is  small,  and  there  is  not 
much  Christian  enterprize.  It  is  a  new  country,  and  every  one  has 
hitherto  attended  to  his  own  interest.  '  It  is  not  easy  to  get  up  a  school 
of  a  higher  order,  by  which  the  minister,  if  he  might  divide  his  la¬ 
bors,  can  add  to  his  support.  There  is  too  little  taste  for  improvement, 
and  generally  a  scarceness  of  money. 

Hence  the  prevailing  idea,  that  that  country  is  ready  to  support  the 
ministry,  and  that  one  has  only  to  go,  and  tell  them  be  has  come,  and 
he  is  settled  and  supported, — is  not  true.  And  almost  every  young 
man  that  goes  out  is  disappointed,  and  returns  discouraged.  He  learns 
something,  it  is  true.  He  sees  the  desolations  that  ought  to  be  repair¬ 
ed,  and  that  must  be  soon,  or  the  promises  of  the  Bible  must  fail.  He 
sees  that  the  enemies  of  truth  aire  making  awful  inroads,  and  that  eve¬ 
ry  year  promotes  the  growth  of  thorns  and  briars  that  must  finally  all 
be  plucked  up.  But  his  heart  fails  him.  He  sees  that  if  he  settles 
in  that  country,  he  must  practice  very  great  self-denial.  He  has  per¬ 
haps,  selected  his  partner,  and  covets  the  comforts  of  domestic  life. 
But  he  may  not  have  a  family  till  he  has  the  means  of  supporting  it. 
Thus  tried,  unless  he  have  peculiar  grace,  he  will  take  up  with  a  set-, 
tlement  in  any  town  where  be  can  be  sure  of  a  moderate  support, 
ratherthan  encounter  the  terrors  of  a  log-house,  and  a  small,  uncer¬ 
tain  support  in  a  newe'r  territory. 


ARB  PARENTAL  VISITS  USEFUL  IN  SABBATH  SCHOOLS  AND 

BIBLE  CLASSES  ? 

Every  individual  will  at  once  perceive  the  immense  weight  of  influ¬ 
ence  which  would  instantly  accumulate,  when  the  clergy,  as  a  body, 
countenance' by  their  presence,  their  labors,  and  their  prayers,  this  be¬ 
nevolent  enterprise,  which  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live.  On  tbit  subject  there  is  no  room  for  speculation,  for 
facts  have  long  since  told  their  artless  tale,  and  their  universal  suffrage 
is,  that  in  any  ^ven  congregation.  Sabbath  schools  flourish  in  propor- 
litn  to  the  interest  manUested  in  then  by  the  pastor  of  the  church. 
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Does  K  not  become  those,  then,  who  minister  before  the  Lord,  sol> 
emnly  to  institute  the  inquiry.  Hare  I,  by  my  prayers,  and  by  my 
preaching,  done  all  that  I  ought  to  hare  done,  to  encourage  the  parent, 
the  child,  and  the  teacher  ?  Nay,  if  all  my  congregation  felt  as  I  do, 
would  they  put  forth  a  single  effort  in  behalf  of  Sabbath  schools  ?  But 
to  these  plain  statements  it  is  objected  by  the  minister  himself,  and 
echoed  forth  by  multitudes,  whose  highest  attainment  seems  to  be  a  pro* 
found  reverence  for  every  ipse  dixit  of  their  pastor,  and  the  objection 
speaks  none  other  language  than  this— pei^ormance  of  other  duties 
leaves  me  no  time  for  Sabbath  schools.  Let  me  ask  every  man  that  has 
made  this  objection.  Is  there  not  a  splendour  which  popularity  has 
thrown  around  the  Bible  cause,  which  courts  our  attention,  and  com* 
mands  our  energies  ?  and  are  there  not  those  who  justify  themselves 
in  laboring  long  and  faithfully,  to  shine  amid  tjie  galaxy  which  a  Bible 
Anniversary  assembles  ?  The  gospel,  however,  does,  not  estimate  the 
value  of  an  object  by  the  grandeur  in  which  it  appears  to  human  obser¬ 
vation,  but  always  estimates  it  by  its  own,  and  its  relative  importance, 
with  this  statement  of  the  principles  by  which  we  ought  to  form  an  es* 
timate  of  the  value  of  every  enterprise.  On  the  other  hand,  let  it  be 
asked,  if  the  Sabbath  School  cause  has  not,  in  the  feelings  of  thou* 
sands,  died  away  into  the  gloom  of  misanthrephy,  or  been  scattered 
afar  amid  clouds  and  mists,  with  scarce  a  streak  of glory  to  light  up  its  dim* 
ness  ? '  And  shall  the  purifying  of  the  fountain  be  neglected  because  it 
is  found  on  some  rugged  eminence.  Never,  philosophy  and  Christian 
feeling  forbid  it ;  for  how  will  you  manage  the  wave  of  popular  feel* 
iug  when  it  swells  with  the  turbulence  of  a  storm  ?  The  history  of 
every  missionary  enterprise  has  told  us,  that  so  far  as  human  instru¬ 
mentality  is  concerned,  great  hope  of  success  is  only  to  be  found  in  in¬ 
structing  the  rising  generation.  .  Hence,  the '  missionaries  are  found 
busied  in  the  schools  from  morning  till  night.  Now,  whence  is  it  that 
human  nature  is  so  different,  in  nominally  Christian  countries,  that  the 
ministers  of  the  gospel  are  so  exclusive  in  their  labours  among  adults 
as  scarcely  to  put  forth  an  effort  for  the  rising  population  ?  If  there  is 
any  meaning  in  the  language  which  every  missionary  effort  has  been 
constrained  to  speak — if  there  is  any  truth  in  the  fact,  that  youth  is  the 
happiest  period  for  impfessing^instruction  upon  the  mind,  and  if  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  which  recognizes  the  feeding  of  lambs,  and  covenants  for  the  chil¬ 
dren,  and  which  enjoins  upon  a  minister,  by  the  very  spirit  and  letter 
of  his  commission,  to  enterprise  nothing  less  than  the  salvation  of  a 
world  ;  then  the  above  objection  is  nothing  more  than  dignified  tri¬ 
lling,  or  a  splendid  apology  for  lack  of  duty.” — Rel.  Intelligencer. 


FROM  THE  RECORDER  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

OBITUARY  OF  REV.  RICHARD  HALL. 

Died,  at  New-Haven,  Vt.  in  July  last,  while  on  a  visit  to  his  friends, 
Rev.  Richard  Hall,  of  New-lpswich,  N.  H.,  and  Pastor  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  in  that  place. 

Mr.  Hall  had  languished  about  two  years,  under  a  severe  pulmona¬ 
ry  complaint,  induced  by  excessive  labors,  during  a  period  of  unusual 
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religious  excitement  among  his  people,  in  the  winter  and  spring  nf 
1822.  A  robust  frame  was  suddenly  struck  at  the  yital  part.  While 
addressing  an  ordaining  council,  at  Bradford,  N.  H.,  in  May  of  that 
year,  he  was  seized  with  hemorrage  at  the  lungs,  which  terminated  hit 
active  services  as  a  minister,  and  gradually  wore  out  his  life. 

Mr.  Hall  was  a  native  of  Mansfield,  Conn.  1784.  His  parents  af¬ 
terwards  removed  to  Vermont,  where  he  received  his  early  education. 
He  was  graduated  at  Middlebury  College  in  1808,  having  sustained 
the  character  of  a  diligent,  exemplary,  and  highly  respectable  schoK 
nr.  The  office  of  tutor  was  immediately  given  him,  in  which,  after 
spending  one  year,  and  nearly  three  years  in  preparatory  studies  for 
the  ministr)'*,  at  the  Theological  Institution  in  Andover,  he  was  or¬ 
dained  at  New  Ipswich,  in  March,  1812. 

The  piety  of  Mr.  Hall  was  unquestionable.  At  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  he  received  those  religious  impressions,  which  resulted,  as  he 
hoped,  in  his  conversion  to  God,  a  change  which  is  said  to  have  been 
strongly  and  decisively  marked.  He  was  united  to  the  church  at  six¬ 
teen,  and  both  in  his  lite  and  death,  he  witnessed  a  good  confession. 
That  he  erred  and  sinned,  who  can  doubt  ?  But,  that  he  mourned, 
and  repented,  and  believed  in  Him  who  justifieth  the  ungodly,  it  was 
eviaent  to  those  who  knew  the  operations  of  his  mind.  Faith  in  the 
atoning i^crifice  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  ho^e  of  eternal  life,  resting 
alone  on  this  foundation,  were  in  him  a  fixed  and  vigorous  habit  of  the 
soul,  manifested  by  unreserved  submission  and  conscientious  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  will  of  God.  When  taken  from  his  labors,  and  disap¬ 
pointed  in  his  expectations,  it  was  his  uniform  language,  “  Father,  not 
pay  will,  but  thine  be  done.”  He  looked  for  a  rest  in  heaven.  When 
asked,  near  the  close  of  life,  “  if  the  thought  of  death  did  not  pro¬ 
duce  a  kind  of  chill  or  dread  in  his  mind,”  his  answer  was,  No  !  I 
feel  not  to  dictate,  but  if  I  could  have  my  choice,  I  would  desire  to 
depart^ and  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better!”  At  another  time, 
reviving  from  what  was  thought  to  be  a  struggle  with  death,  he  ex-  j 
claimed,  ‘‘Oh  death!  where  is  thy  sting?  oh  grave!  where  is  thy 
victory?  thanks  be  to  God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory,  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  !”  In  that  mind,  at  the  last,  he  met  his  enemy, 
and,  through  Jesus  Christ,  triumphed. 

To  recollect  tr.iits‘of  character,  which  have  made  any  conspicuous 
in  their  profession,  and  useful  to  mankind,  and  which,  through  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Christian  principle,  as  in  the  present  instance,  have  served 
to  adorn  the  Gospel,  is  always  due  to  the  cause  of  religion  and  human¬ 
ity.  Possessed  of  a  superior  intellect,  and  governed  by  a  high  sense 
of  moral  obligation,  Mr.  Hall  gave  himself  with  singleness  and  assidui¬ 
ty,  to  his  ministry.  He  cultivated  his  mind,  and  made  it  bfear.  upon 
every  department  of  his  office.  He  brought  to  his  public  perfor¬ 
mances  the  matter  of  theology,  with  great  accuracy  of  language,  pre¬ 
cision  of  statement,  power  of  argumentation,  pertinence,  force  and 
honesty  of  application.  In  ecclesiastical  affairs,  he  was  an  able  coun¬ 
sellor,  and  a  firm  executor.  He  had  influence  among  his  brethren 
and  the  churches  of  Christ.  His  opinions  contributed  to  give  weight 
to  their  deliberations,  and  effect  to  their  decisions.  He  was  labori¬ 
ous  and  successful.  The  church  under  his  care,  was  almost  con¬ 
stantly  receiving  accessions,  and  was  among  the  foremost  in  pious  and 
benevolent  exertions* 
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'  Integrity  and  decision  were  prominent  features  of  his  character 
His  mind,  just  in  its  discriminations,  and  patient  in  its  inquiries,  was 
accustomed  to  fix  presently  upon  the  few  simple  and  naked  principles 
of  truth  ;  and  by  these  his  habits  were  regulated’  Having  satisfied 
himself  about  the  right  and  the'  wrong,  be  was  then  never  afl'ected  by 
circumstances,  in  the  performance  of  duly.  He  went  in  the  strait 
forward  path,  neither  asking  nor  showing  favor;  Perhaps,  he  waf 
thought,  justly,  to  be  sometimes  unnecessarily  stern  and  unaccommo¬ 
dating.  “  Too  fond  of  the  right  to  pursue  the  expedient,”  he  hesi¬ 
tated  not,  while  other  men  w’ere  consulting  the  maxims  '  of  worldly 
prudence.  '  He  cared  for  what  he  viewed  as  truth',  or  duty  ;  he  cared 
not  for  the  consequences  of  maintaining  the  one,  or  performing  the 
other.  Rigour,  in  such  characters,  may  occasionally  be  excessive. 
But  it  is  a  failing  that  **  leans  to  virtue’s  side,”  and  proves  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  those  qualities,  without  which,  men  are  always  unprinci* 
pled  and  injurious.  • 

Mr.  Hall’s  hardihood  of  character  did  not,  however,  grow  out  of 
pride  or  obstinacy.  He  followed  not  the  impulse  of  a  blind  self-will, 
of  course  he  was  consistent.  He  was  always '  the  same  in  the  various 
relations  of  life.  It  was  known  where  he  might  be  found,  and  that 
confidence  in  him  would  not  be  misplaced.  His  mind  was  not  the 
most  accessible  ;  but,  being  understood,  it  was  trusted.  It  was  not 
expected,  that  be  would  renounce  his  principles,  or  counteract  them. 

He  bad  magnanimity.  He  looked  beyond  the  circle  of  present  en¬ 
gagements,  and  was  elevated  above  the  ordinary  incidents  of  life. 
That  endless  variety  of  little  things,”  which  so  often  fret  the  mind, 
disturbing  the  peace,  and  impairing  the  usefulness  of  a  Christian  min¬ 
ister,  was  disregarded.  He  knew  how  little  can  be  ascertained  of 
the  great  designs  of  Providence,  by  accidental  occurrences  ;  and  how 
little  the  general  interests  of  truth  are  affected  by  the  humors  and 
caprices  of  unlearned  and  unstable”  men.  He  could  see  God  ma¬ 
turing  his  purposes,  when,  to  weaker  minds,  they  seemed  likely  to  be 
frustrated  ;  and  the  cause  of  truth  and  human  happiness  still  advan¬ 
cing,  under  the  pressure  of  outward  discouragement  and  trial.  He 
knew  that  power  is  in  reason  and  truth,  whose  action  though  slow 
and  interrupted,  through  the  various  errors  and  prejudices  of  men, 
will  issue  in  the  general  welfare  of  society,  and  the  recovery  of  a  lost 
world  to  Him  who  bought  it  with  his  blood.  It  was  natural,  that  a 
mind  thus  intent  upon  high  objects  and  great  results,  should  be  hardly 
disturbed  by  the  changes  of  life,  or  by  those  matters  of  light  and  un¬ 
certain  import,  ivhich  so  much  engage  the  attention,  and  affect  the  dis¬ 
positions  and  conduct  of  the  generality  of  mankind.  . 

Such  qualities,  by  all  who  rightly  estimate  human  character,  will  be 
thought  more  valuable  than  those  external  accomplishments,  to  which 
many  men  have  owed  a  great  celebrity.  Mr.  Hall’s  worth  was  not 
all  apparent.  Others  have  had  more  refinement,  and  have  displayed 
better  before  the  world.  But  few  have  had  his  solidity  and  stren^b. 
His  place  in  society  in  the  church  of  God,  was  among  the  supports,  not 
the  decorations.  The  loss  of  such  men  usually  continues  to  be  felt.  To 
the  community  it  is  great ;  to  their  families  it  is  irreparable.  L. 

APHORISMS. 

The  youth  who  can  sneer  at  exalted  virtue,  needs  not  wait  for  ago 
knd  experience  to  commence  a  consomaate  knavk 


’  Toetry.—To  Correspondents, 

Him  whom  descryiag  at  a  distance,  you  turn  out  of  the  way  to 
avoid,  you  may  call  your  friend  or  benefactor,  but  you  do  not  love. 

Bravely  to  contend  in  a  good  cause,  is  noble  silently  to  suffer 
for  it,  is  heroical. 


fOR  TMC  EViNCELlST. 

ON  THE  DEATH  OF  ELLEN  H. 

f 

Morn’s  earliest  beam  of  golden  hue 
That  brightens  every  scene, 

The  dew-drop  spangling  to  the  view 
That  decks  the  foilage  green, 

•The  rose  in  bloom  ; — when  these  1  see,' 

And  see  them  fade  away  ;* 

O  Ellen,  then  I  think  on  thee, 

For  thou  wert  fair  as  they. 

Why  should  the  flow’r  so  form’d  to  charm 
As  soon  as  blown  decay  ? 

No  sign  portentous  gave  alarm, 

Or  told  the  fatal  day. . 

There  was  no  dark’ning  cloud  above 
To  veil  the  blue  serene, — 

The  sky  was  fair  as  when  the  dove 
Came  with  the.  olive  green.  . 

I  seek  her  yet  among  the  throng 
Of  youthful  and  the  fair  ; 

I  seem  to  hear  her  voice  among— *- 

But,  ah  !  she  is  not  there.  * 

That  voice — that  form  to  friendship  dear, 

Still  fond  remembrance  keeps  ; 

While  sorrow  sheds  the  willing  tear 
Where  the  lov’d  Ellen  sleeps. 

There  peace  shall  dwell,  and  may  there  not 
A  thoughtless  step  intrude  ; 

It  is  a  consecrated  spot,  '' 

A  holy  solitude. 

What,  though  no  cypress  form  a  shade, 

Or  weeping  willow  wave  ; 

Or  roses  white  put  forth  their  buds, 

StiU  dear  is  Ellen’s  grave. 

Day’s  mildest  beam  shall  linger  there. 

There  fall  night’s  softest  dew. 

Till  spring  with  mantle  green  repair 
And  dress  her  grave  anew. 

H.  H.  S. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  “  YODH,”  **P.  N.’^ 
C.  A.  D.”  “  SIMON,”  “  N.”  ”  MENO,”  “  YOD,”  and  «  B.  S.” 
which  will  be  admitted.  Gentlemen  are  requested  to  continue  their 
favors.  > 


